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Good Advice: 


IN 4 


LETTER to a abap 


STR, ONT: 


OU ate pleaſe] Anette, to Fe 
me, that you are a Free-thinker : 
I now as ftankly own, that I am 
one too: why then this great Dif- 
88 between us in our Notions of Re- 
ligion! 2 T here muſt be a Fault, and a very 
great one, on one Side or the other; give 
me leave then to enquire into this Ai 
ſince tis by no means- trivial; nay, eer- 
tainly one of the laſt Importance. I pro- 
miſe you my Enquiries ſhall be ſincere 
and et las: 1 _ beg you will read 
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with the ſame kind Diſpoſition, as I write 
for the finding out the Truth ; and ifthat 
T reaſure ſhall be diſcovered, and appear 
in the ſame Light equally valuable to us 
both, our preſent Difference muſt then be 
at an End in courſe, and, in the main, 
we ſhall think the ſame Way in Matters 
of Religion : But ſhould theſe Enquiries 
not have the deſired Effect, I am — 
ed this Trouble given by a long Letter, 
will be eaſily forgiven, becauſe he that 
writes it, cannot be thought to mean any 
thing elſe but real Service to a Gentleman 
he ſo much values and eſteems. 

Now, Sir, what elſe can be the firſt 
and moſt obvious Notion of Free-thinking, 
but that the Operations of the Soul of 
Men are free? Tis a thinking Subſtance, 
and muſt be a Subſtance diſtin from 
Mattter, becauſe Matter is not capable of 
Thought; Tis a Subſtance (we all find) 
that reflects, wills, judges, aceuſes or ex- 
cuſes in the ſeyeral Actions of Life; and 
we are both agreed, I am very ſure, that 
tis a Task too hard for any Mortal to li- 


mit or reftrain our Thiulting in this reſpect: 
Freedom of Thought therefore is natural, 
and none but — God of Nature can 
take it from us. Thus far then, Sir, 
You and I are both Free- thin ters alike : 
But what uM: this Freedom avail us, or 
how 
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how ſhall we think to any good Purpoſe, 
if no Rule, no Method be preſcribed in 
our Way 'of thinking? It muſt be 
granted then, that if we think as we 
ought, it muſt be done in ſuch a man- 
ner as becomes a reaſonabie Creature, 
otherwiſe we are ſo far from being 
Free-thinkers, that our Underſtandings 
are really hamp per'd and confin d in the 
Search after Truch. Neither will you de- 
ny, that our Paſſions too often caſt a 
Miſt before our Underſtanding; which 
will ever be the Caſe, when we take the 
Freedom of advancing Opinions of our own, 
according to Faney, Humour or Intereſt, 
This is not Free-thinking, becauſe you 
cannot ſay, tis judging — to Evi- 
dence, and ſuitably to the Nature of Things; 
for how can thoſe rational Faculties that 
God has given us for that purpoſe, be 
truly ſaid to be at Liberty, as they ought 
to be, ſo long as our corrupted Wills, 
Prejudice, or any ſettled Averſion ſhall 
have the Aſcendant? ſo that we are then 
properly Free-thinkers, when our Un- 
Jerſtandings are realy at Liberty to make 
a A ſerious and careful Examination both of 
the Truth and Certainty, and alſo of the 
Importance of all that is gene and re- 
ceived. G1 
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en 
is evident then, that if Pride, Self- 
conceit, Affectation of N ovelty, and Sin- 
gularity, or a Spirit of Levity and De- 
riſion ſhall happen to be indulged in our 
Search after Truth, we cannot be ſaid 
to think freely in any juſt Senſe, becauſe 
theſe Paſſions" byaſs "hi Underſtanding, 
and as often make us miſcarry in find- 
ing out the Meaning and Evidence of 
what is propos'd to us. 
: We are here then to Examine ourſelves 


- firſt ; and you ſee I am fo far from op- 


poſing "Free-ehinking, that I am truly 
arguing for it; nay, our very Obligation 
to Free-thinking, Pl venture to Fo „ is 
What will be as readily own'd by all Men 
of Senſe : But then you eaſily perceive, 
and it muſt therefore be farther agreed by 
us, that it cannot be term'd Free- thinł- 
ing, ſo long as our rational Faculties are 
ſo confin'd that they cannot exert them- 
ſel ves as becomes a reaſonable Creature. 
Vou cannot, as ſome do, call this Way of 
ard es Dull Thinking; you ſee who it 

that is properly and truly the Free- 


3 tis not thinking wildly or 


extrayagantly upon any Propoſition ; tis 
not jefting, which is inconſiſtent - with 
ſerious Conſideration ; nor is it giving our- 


ſelves up to ridicule Doctrines and Opinions, 
when at the ſame time our reaſoning 


Powers 
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Powers are in ſuch a State of Bondage, 
that we neither will nor can perceive the 
Truth and Importance of them, But he 
that intends to think freely and wiſely, 
muſt reſolve to be ſerious and deliberate, 
humble and modeſt, as becomes the 
Creature ; cautious indeed againſt Impo- 
ſition and Deluſion, but then always rea- 
dily diſpos d to admit what is well atteſt- 
ed; for otherwiſe you can't deny our 
Free- thinbing is juſtly to be queſtioned; 
becauſe we receiye only what we like, 
and lay a Prohibition upon what we do not 
like, which is certainly inconſiſtent with 
N and (I hope you will 
own) very eee a free THER 
3 22 

. Now, Sir, if this Notion of Free-think- 
ng be juſt and true, it ſhews how un- 
reaſonable thoſe Complaints are, which we 
ſo often heat of now a Days, of Reſtraints 
from Free-thintiug, and the many Dif- 
couragements to it; whereas, you cannot 
but obſerve, there is juſt Reafon to re- 
tort, and to complain of ſuch ſort of 
Free- thinkers, who depart from the true 
and proper Notion of Free- thinting, and 
under the Colour of that innocent T erm, 
are continually obtruding upon the World 
thoſe many crude, irrational Schemes for 
nene the Chriſtian Religion. 
a 4 Has 
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Has not God made it our Duty 
think freely. and wa/ely, and has hee 2 
given us reaſonable Faculties for this End? 
Let me entreat you then not to hearken 
to the fatal Whiſpers of too many who 
ſet up for ſuch ſort of Free- t hinters; 


| 1gnorantly ſuppos'd, 
and others as falſly repreſented, that the 
Chriftain Religion is ſecureſt, when there 
is the leaſt Enguiry made into it: But 
there cannot be a viler Suggeſtion, ſince 
the Chriſtian Religion ande uf upon ſo ſure a 
Foundation, that the ſtrichert Enquiry 
cannot ſhake it; nay, III venture to fay, 
Free-thinking- will dd real Service, and 
the more any one conſiders the Evidence 
of the Chriſtian Religion, its Doctrines, Pre- 
cepts and Inſtructions, the more ſtedfaſt 
and immoveable he will be in the Pro- 
feſſion of it, and more careful to obſer ve 


frequently call upon us, toiſee, to ſearch, 
to conſider, &c. We 9 complain then 
of the Church of Rome in this Particu- 
lar; for Ignorance is not the Mother of 
Devotion with us: F ree- thinking is not 
forbid by our Cianch, no more than tis 
by the Goſpel: Nothing with us is pro- 
pos d or requir d, which is not ſhewed : to 
be contain'd in Seripture; nor is the 
Scri ”_ impos d by implicit Faith; for 

undoubted 


(7) | 
undoubted Proofs are laid before us; nor 
are we deny'd, the Writings of Friends 
or Enemies ; no where in the World is 
there more Opportunity, or greater Helps for 
knowing the Truth ; ſo that if we are but 
heartily diſpos'd to be ſuch ſort of Free- 
thinkers as the noble Bereans were, we 
ſhall ſearch, and ſee with our own Eyes, 
whether what is faid be true ; we ſhall 
ourſelves judge how little we follow 
cunningly deviſed Fables, and how far the 
Church of England is from taking Ad- 
vantage of Peoples ſuppoſed Credulity, 
and how careful to diſtinguiſn the Doctrines 
of Men, from the real Word of God: Why 
then all this Noiſe and Clamour * about 
Reſtraints to Free-thinking here? The 
Free-thinking in the Manner I have de- 
ſcribed it (and ſurely it cannot have any 
other juſt Senſe or Meaning) is ſo far from 
being obſtructed amongſt us, that tis pro- 
nounc'd by all Men of Senſe to be frue 
Wiſdom; for tis the way to advance in 
Knowledge, Perfection and Happineſs; and 
conſequently nothing can be more be- 
coming a rational Creature. 4 
A Reftraint in this Caſe, I readily own, 
would be a Gneyance juſtly to be com- 
plained of; and in whatever Country 'tis 
found, I ſhall always aſcribe it, either to 
ignorant, or cunning, deſigning Men, 
540 whoſe 


(8 1 
was Counſels and Projects will not abide 
a Tryal. But you know, dear Sir, tis 
not ſo in this envied Iſle of ours; nay, 
you muſt agree with me farther, becauſe 
tis notorious, that there is ſo little Reaſon to 
complain of obſtructing Free- thinting by un- 


Juſt and unreaſonable Reſtraints in this Na- 


tion, that, alas ! there is too much Reaſon to 
complain of the Remiſſneſs of both the Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical Government againſt li- 
centious Writings ; ſcandalous, impious and 
blaſphemous Pamphlets almoſt eyery Week 
broach'd amongſt us, affronting our civil 
Conſtitution, as well as our eftabliſh'd Re- 
ligion. ä 
I appeal to your own Obſervation 
in Coffee-houſes and elſewhere, : whether 
by Free-thinking is not often inſinuated, if 
not aſſerted, an Indifferency and Uncon- 
cernedneſs as to all received Opinions relating 
to God, Revelation and Religion? But 
ſhall this be call d F ree-thinking ? or ra- 
ther, Is not this turning ——— in- 
to Stupidity and Want of Thought? For 
can that Perſon be ſaid truly to think who 
is unconcern'd whether there be a God, or 
whether God has ever revealed himſelf to 
Men, and does require any particular Be- 
haviour of them? whether the Goſpel 
be true, and a future Life certain, —. 


what are the neceſſary Conditions for ob- 
taining 
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taining eternal Happineſs ? ._ We are both 
agreed, I perſuade my ſelf, that nothing can 
be of greater Moment than the Truth of 
theſe Things, neither ſnould any thing be 
ſtudied more ſeriouſly : for if theſe Things be 
true and certain, We cannot acquit our 
ſelves like wiſe Men, if we will not exa- 
mine or enquire into the Truth of them, as 
others have done; in ſhort, he that does not 
do this, inſtead of thinking freely, he ties 
up his own Reaſon, and makes the , neareſt 
Approaches to a Brute, only moy d by pre- 
ſent outward Ohjedt s © [1 
I don't wonder that ſuch as fet up for 
Free-thinkers in this Manner, declaim io 
much as they do, againſt Guides, Director x, 
and Teachers; that they ought to be all 
thrown off, and that fuch as Hearxen to em 
are Prieſt-ridden, Kc, But what does all 
this mean? Your on good Senſe, Sir, muſt 
tell you, what à falſe, as well as a fooliſh, 
thing it is to ſay, that Direction and Infor- 
mation hinders Freg. thinking? He that is 
truly a Free hiuker, will always avoid two 
Extreames, Credulity on the one Hand, 
and Ineredulity on the other, becauſt they 
are both equally unreaſonable. Exedulity is 
the Effect of Weakneſs; and an obſtinate 
Incredulity betrays, Perverſenels; a credu- 
lous Temper lies open to Errot and Deluſion, 
and a pertinacious Ineredulity will always 
© St EGö;ö ³ 
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bar out Truth. But why muft Prieft-craft 
be objected, and the Clergy rail'd at, as pro- 
moting Credulity, being one Extream that 

ought to be avoided? Is their Knowledge fo 
ſmall and narrow, that their Converſation 
will occaſion ſuch Credulity, and make o- 
thers as weak as themſel ves? Or will any 
Man of Honour tell me, that a Clergyman 
will, for the ſake of ſome worldly Intereſt, 
incou rage Credulity, if contrary to his Know- 
ledge of Things, and the clear Conviction 
of his own Mind ? But if the Clergy are able 
to help and aſſiſt in theſe Matters, ſhall ſuch 
Aſſiſtance be termed a Reſtraint of Free- 
thiuting? If ſuch Inſtruction or Teaching 
ſhall be deemed inconſiſtent with Free- 
thinking, why ſhall not Reading be thought 
ſo too? And if this be reaſonable, then why 
j are not Books to be laid aſide as well as the 
| _ Prieſts, as it is in Turky, where neither Print- 
1 ing nor Books have been allowed in relation 
to Mabomet or the Alcoran 2 For ſhould they 
y by theſe Means be permitted to think freely of 
* both, the Error of both would be diſcovered: 
1 We readily acknowledge the Uſefulneſs 
1 and Neceſſity of Guides and Teachers, as 
{l to the 98 any Art or Science: why 
Ml then ſhould there 1 ſuch a ſtrong Averſion 
ö to them in Religion? what other or better 
i Account can be given of it, than that ſuch 
þ ſort of #7 Tree-thinkers would have all Peo- 
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ple as ignorant of Religion, as they miſt Be 
of other Sciences without Inſtruction? This 
is making Free-thinking an obſtinate In- 
credulity, and it gives too much Reaſon to 
ſuſpect Atheiſm and Irreligion at the Bot» 
tom; 5:5: wth; N 
For let ſuch Gentlemen who call this 
Suſpicion groundleſs, (as I have often heard 
it called) give ſome better Reaſon than 
telling us, with a ſhew of Argument only; 
that Men will not be Atheiſts by Free. 
thinking This is evading, but not argu- 
ing with any Colour of Reaſon : Indeed, 
let Freesthinking be taken in it's right 
Senſe, and what theſe Gentlemen fay is 
very true: For neither Atheiſm nor Deiſm 
are the Effects of true- thinbing upon what 
may be obſerved from ſerious Enquiries : 
But yet for all this, take Free-thinkzng in 
the Manner theſe Gentlemen contend for, 
J can ſee no Injuſtice in charging it with 
introducing Atheiſm and Itreligion: 

I dare appeal to your ſelf, Sir; who I'm 
perſuaded have not gone any ſuch Lengths, 
whether in your converſing with Men of 
this Stamp, or in reading their Diſcourſes 
upon this Subject, you have. not ſometimes 
obſerved indecent and:irreverent Expreſſi- 
ons of God? whether the Fear of God has 
not been repreſented as idle Stiperſtition-? 
Whether Intercourſe betwixt God and Man 

| „ has 
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you, and making ſich Reply 


(12) 
has not been reflected on as a Cheat and 
Deluſion? Whether the Chriftian Religion 
has not been made a Jeſt of, as much as Pa- 
ganiſm? and whether the Alcoran has not 
beet) brought4 in Competition with the Holy 


Scripture ? And yet this is acting againſt the 


Rule given them by their great Maſter Hobbs, 
who ſays, when a Religion is eſtabliſhed, 


it oughit not to be controverted, be it 
of what kind ſocver; whilſt theſe Men 
offer. nothing in Favour of the eſtabliſhed 


Religion, and chuſe rather to plead for any 
other than the Chriſtian, into which they 
have been baptized. Upon the Whole, give 


me leave to ſay, that the = Generdlity of our 


Free-thinkers, as they love to call them- 
ſekves (tho': by a very improper Name) are 
either very ignorant, or very much impoſ- 


ed on, or elſe muſt have thrown off all Mo- 


deſty in regard to their daily Libels againſt 
the Clergy; this appears plain enough in 
many of theit Arguments that are produced 
by em, either in Converſation or intheir Writ- 
ings, to ſupport their Infidelity; I have 


here collected the moſt material of them, 


which I dont doubt you dave either heard 


or read likewiſe. Thie laying them before 
as ſhall be 


zudg ged proper, ſhall be the Buſineſs of the 


remaining Part of this Letter; and I flatter 


. ſelf with. — of giving you ſuch Sa- 
tisfaction 


DV 
tisfation, that for the future we ſhall both 
be F oe e alike, wirhour any AK 
rial Difference. 

I have heard ſome Freenhinkin, chen 10 
very whimſical in their Notions of Free- 
thinking, as to run à Parallel between that 
and Free-painting.; that as the Art of Paint- 
ing is adyanc'd by being free, and all En- 
couragement given to it, ſo Free-thinking 
might have the like good Effects, were it 
encourag d in all its Latitude: But you 
can't but obſerve the Abſurdity of ſuch 
Compariſon: For Painting and Thinking 
have quite different Ends, and cannot be 
carried on in the ſame ne and after 
oy ſame Method. 

The Art of Painting is chiefly. intended 
to pleaſe, and therefore the Painter is al- 
low'd to follow his own Fancy, that he 
may give à ſurpriſing Delight to the Fancy 
of others. Thoſe ſine Italian Pieces, where 
ſuch Encouragement 4s given, are not admi- 
red for any real Likeneſs, or near Reſem- 
blance, ſo much as for their lively Colours, 
their Cul Shades, and the bold Strokes of 
the Painters Imagination: But the End of 
Thinking is to find out Truth, which is 
moſt likely to be found by Roeping the 
Tight Method, by attending to the 
Rules, and by obſer ving ſtricthy and . 
tially thoſe Means whuch Lg FRY us to 
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it, Theſe, if you pleaſe, mas be called 
Reſtraints; but they are certainly highly 
reaſonable, and very neceſſary; for if theſe 
be laid aſide, and Liberty given every wild 
Imagination to rove, our Thoughts and No- 
tions would be as unlike to Truth, as ſome 
admired Pictures are to their pretended Ori- 
ginals. 
1 have heard other SS TR very la- 
viſh in Commendation of all 'the Heathen 
Authors, without paying any Reſpect or 
Honour to the Sacred Writers; not conſt- 
dering, or rather not knowing, that the 
Beauties or Excellencies in thoſe Authors 
may be made appear to be deriv'd from the 


Sacred Writers themſel ves. At other Times, 


I have obſerved thoſe Gentlemen commend- 

ing the Bible only by way of Banter, to 
fright away the Simple and Unlearned from 
reading that Book; declaring, that there 1s 


not, perhaps, a Book in the World, that 


treats of ſuch Variety of Things as the Bible 
does; (which Declaration has indeed more 


of Truth in it than they are aware of:) 


But then they declare withal, that this Bi- 
ble cannot be underſtood: without Phi loſo-— 
phy; and the Knowledge of all Nature, 
Hiſtory, Geography, Chronology; Geomes 
try, and all Mathematicks, as well as other 
Sciences: And if fo, tis in vain for the 
Generality to attempt the Reading of it; 
and then the Reſtraiut given by it would 

be 


(- 15 . * 
be taken off. I need only to obſetye, that 
there is certainly 'in the Holy Scriptyres 
Matter enough to exerciſe RY. Judgment 
and Underſtanding of the greateſt, the 
moſt learned, and the moſt knowing Men: 
But withal, belicyc me, Sir, the ſame Scrip- 
tures give Wiſdom unto the & imple, and _ 
make the Unlearned Viſe unto Salvation ; 
which is the main Scope and r of by 
thoſe Writings. 

' Thave had ſometimes to do withFree-think- 
ers, who run a fort of Companion betwixy 
Free- ſeeing and Free-thinking. This is done 
in Deriſion of that-/aving Faith propos d in 
the Scriptures; Faith is the Subſtance of 
Things hoped for, and the Evidence of 
Ti hings not ſeen : But what ſay theſe Gen- 
tlemen? Why, they tell you, to reſtrain 
Seeing, and to oblige others to ſubſcribe a 
Confeſſion of Eye-fight Faith, is a Fancy 
that can hardly come into any Mens Heads, 
A it be of cunning, projecting Fellows, 

I hope you have not gone ſo far in 
Prebbbinkimg = For the Reffection is car- 
ried not only againſt the preſent Minſters 'of 
the Goſpel, but the Prophets and Apoſtles 
themſelves. But where's the Reaſoning or 
Argument i in all this? When Men act thus, 
is it not too viſible that they are tranſpor⸗ 
red with Spite, Malice, and unreaſonable A 
Prejudicies, too. often forgetting thoſe Or- | 
naments of a nn Honour, Probity, 

and 


. (116, ). 
and Veracity ? II A let's ſee what the 
Compariſon amounts to, To reſtrain Se eeing, 
and oblige others to [ubſeribe a, Confeſſion 
of Eye-/t ſight Faith, exc. Is not ſuch a Com- 
pariſon . ridiculous, meer Nonſenſe ?_ Is not 


the Inuendo or Inference apparently wick- 


ed, in — to raiſe a Prejudice againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion, againſt the Authors and 
Miniſters of it, as, if they combin'd toge- 
ther to put out Mens Eyes, to deſtroy their 
Senſes, and to take away x heir. Reaſon ? 
And as if the Articles, the Chriſtian 
Faith were like thoſe abſurd and nonſenſi- 
cal Articles of Eye-fi gh , * . which ſuch Free- 
thinkers frame to themſelves, and which 
are too ſcandalous to be repeated. 

py have obſery'd already, ra Free-think- 
208 is ſo far from being forbidden, that it is 
eommanded, and all reaſonable Helps and 
Encouragements are given to it. And tho? 
Faith be ade d, it is only in Things 
which cannot be deen; and 1971 Belief of 
them is requir- upon the beſt Authority 
even upon the Authority 1. God Wa 
which ought to be received as a Demonſtra- 
tion of the Truth. Let me beg of you, 
to this Purpoſe, to read over carefully and 
impartially the Evidence ſet forth in a late 


Treatiſe cal d, An Appeal to the Gen wane 


* The Reader. may ſee thoſe Articles, if he N 
in a Pampblet call's, A Diſcourſe concerning the Riſe 
and Growth of 4 deck call d Free:thinkers, 

. Necordi 


04 4 


Bd he 
* * 


, , Or tend 


1710 (and 72 6 ſo. Rapp 
ice. in this Ss be I S. Min, an 
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Rrcords |. and Teſtimonies, pf. II. eathen 
end Fewiſh | Writers. | "x6 appeal-----and 
therefore don' t com plain, Si ir, 0 Retraite; 
and if no Reſtraints; either ſhew the. Abe 
peal to be falſe; ox ſubmit to the Truth 
and Conſequences of it. Men are called 
upon to ſee with their own. Eyes the Arti- 
cles. of their Faith, written, in clear Charac- 
ters, in that Book which God by Miracles 
and, Prophecięs, and other undouhted $1 
(as, is Hewn,,1 in, that Treatiſe). has atteſted 
to be his, and the Declaratioti of his Wilk 
Shall we -afigr, this not believe, and with- 
out enquiring; ſcreen ourſel ves under the 
Name of -Free:thinkers ? Or ſhall: Diying 
Revelation be diſcredited, - becauſe it con- 
tains Things which Eye hath not t ſeen, nor 
Ear; heard, jand.which ↄtherwiſe could not 
have enter d. into the Heart. of Man ? N 
thing, hire 6 can be more unreaſonable ; ' And 
yet, L. fear; this is, ſort, of ,Þ7ee-thmking, 
YON, too often her e * 


all bid, you know, o le ready t 
ver every que that azket Reden of 


the. Hope that is in us; But the Tally: 
ence; of a Chriſtian; Faith, and. Hope, 15 
neyer; be great upon that Fenton who ig 
ignorant of the Evidence and ſure .Founday 
tion of: * | EPS, 110 75 72 


(1 * clear 


(18) 
clear Diyine Revelation for all that is to be 
believed and hoped for; ſuch a one 0111 


be ſtradfaſti, e and always 4. 


bounding in every Work of the Lord, know- 
ing that bis Labitr fall not be in vain. 
Don't then impute it to Priefteraft, I ear- 
neſtly beſeech you, when Fdefire you to look 
into the fure Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Religion; which certainly will be doing 
yourſelf the greateſt Kindneſs, as it will 
be alſo a great Lecce men * our 


Mrmiſery. | 
There is à merry Argument that T 
no wis ſometimes urg'd by 7 Free-thinkevs, 


which is, that the evil is baniſh'd en- 
tirely the United Provintes ; and why? 
Becanſe, fay they Free-thinking there 
is in the greateſt Þ Perfeckion. I don't ſap- 

ſe you expect I ſhould enter into any 
DG, ſpute whether the Devil is really baniſh'd 
thoſe Provinces of no: But that Pree-thinks 

ing, in the Senſe theſe Gentlemen of ours 


take it, is there in the greuteſt Perfection, is 


i. notoriouſly. falſe, that nothing car be 
more. 1 will venue to affirm; that if 
Perſons there, are ſo bold ag to vent their 
＋ boughts aig! ecable and dangerous to the 
Conſtitution, r fuch as caſt Reproaches on 
Religion in gcheral, or that which is eſtab- 
iſhed there; and incorporated with the 
State; if this be done, a er by Diſcourſes 


in 


* 
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in Cofze-Houſcs, or by Pan ney they ay 
preſently taken Notice of, 
Tis 45-4 different Sects are fee in 5 
United Provinces; nor could it be a- 
voided, when you conſider that their Li- 
'berty from the Spaniſh-Yoke was retriev d 
by the joynt e e of a 7 — them; 
But rem overnment 
and Adminiſtration, na reel are only in 
the Hands of thoſe .call'd Caluiniſtt; and 
yet they are not the moſt niimerous nei- 
ther: And beſides Jews, they tolerate 
only profeſs d Chriſtians; neither Atheiſts 
nor Socinians; eyen the laſt muſt diſguiſe 
themſel ves, and walk under the Mack of 
Arminians or ;Anahaptiſts, or elſe quit the 
Country ; nor is there ſuch Liberty, as ſome 
imagine, of the Preſs in Holland: For Books 
againſt the State or; Religion, are known to 
bear the Name of ſome Place not belong- 
ing to em; And if ſuch Diſcourſes of 
Free-thinking,, as our Pamphlet 27 
warm with, were publiſh'd n in Holland 
the Authors would either be Nia to 
the Raſp-Hauſe, or find and baniſh'd thoſe 
Provinces. I ſpeak this Weh very 
Authority, and Larp to Yqur F nends 
that have been Travelle * 
Tis a certain Tapick amongſt theſe 
[Pree-Gentry of qurs, whether in their Books, 

or er Converſation. to * the Chriſ- 
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Ft aſh Rel elig cs the Nene of Fupen ſtiti- 
wo 3 and this'they are ten Known to do by 
j 1 Spe to 7; ully, Horace, and 6thers 
4. concerning Superſtition: For-theſe, it ſeems, 
TJ: ite their Sacred Writers | in this Point, 
. ' Now, 3 3 ou” ſhall never hear me 
17 pleadihg F 0 itinn, yet let me freely 
11 ak "you, is 0 Me other Extfeam of Pro- 
1 e a Irreligion as much to be 
9 * ay6ided ?" If one be ele ERA of Ignorance 
40 and Weakneſs of Mind, I. hope you Will al- 
18 168 the ether to proceed” from downright 
ary Perrerſeneſs aid Want of Conſideration”: 
bei And let ay one judge im partially which 
HER öl them is moſt pernicious: It all be 
ls granted you, if you pleaſe, that theſe Ex- 
VN tteams do fu port one another, and the Par- 
„ tifans of both are Enemies: to ſolid Religi- 
| on, which is: the true Medium betwixt 
. them. The Cure of Supeæxſtition is ſound 
tl! Knowledge t to diſcern the Natufe of Things, 
Hoy their” different” Ends and Uſes and to gi Ne 
.._- every thing it's Place; this is con ſidering, 
5 And N our febves Men, as you know 
Ws KG are directed; and ive me leave to be very 
a. Sitive, when'T ſay, that fuch à ſerious 
* Conſideration of F hings will make any one 
#1%, aſhamed of Profanity and Irreligion, which 
112 is an Bac en with the beſt Things, 
making no Difference at all; but laying equal 
15 Streſs on the meaneſt Things as the greateſt; 
1. Which is the true Notton of Superſtition.” 
. 1 
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1 very well "ot! -whiat the profane Cunt 
in this reſpect is, that funs thro*t tlie tw lHiule 
Set of theſe F Nena But as lu te ten- 
der the Good of an immortal Sou let me 
entreat you to-forbear! att ing in the Heut 
of the” Scornful; make no Queſtiony but 
you are already acquainted with:"Bobks of 
this Nature, where ſuch Cant abounds. I 
could: rer you to one, ho Talks after 
this modeſt Manner concerning Chriſttans:. 
. *:Thoſe ſuperſtitious Men (ſuys he by 

way of, Dirie) Wo make God Talk 
4 29 all Mankind from Corners, and con- 
< ſequently requite Things of Men under 
the. Sanction of Miſery in thirtnert 
« World, of which they are uncapable of 
„having any convincing Evidence: that 
„ they * from him. They make him 
eto have fayourte © Nations and People 
„ witkcut any Cenſideration of Merit, 
and to put otlier Nations under Difad- 
6. vantages without any De merit. 
Is not" this, Sir, r poſition to: Scrip- 

ture? And yet is there not all the ExIdener 
that can be deſired, offered to the Conſidera- 
tion-6f:theſe Gentleinen, proving//that:this 
Seripture is therWilt-of God revealed! to 
Mankind ? Will::p6u 2then, Sir, [without 
Panke? to ſuch ebe dai og 
Wot 912099 Yo e 5513 Hen f 
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rr ore! 


*'See te rares quoted above, P. 16. 
Y authentick 
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bh authentick Revelations, Which the Jewiſh 
ib and Chriſtian Church have received? Why 
1 | Will vou queſtion What is ſo evident from 


this: Scripture Hiſtory, that God did ſpeak 

to Mankind in ſome particular Places, which - 

theſe Gentlemen call Corners, in Mockery, 
becauſe their poor finite Capacities cannot 


comprehend the rr Proeedings 
kj of an infinite Being? Gad did eu his 
15 zend unto Jacob, hin Statutes a, Fudg- 
b 1 ments uni Ifrael.c He hath not dealt 55 3 
42 with any Nation, c. But why muſt this 
1 be reflecbed on as abſurd ?-Beeauſe the Con- 
3. duct, it ſeems, does not pleaſe, neither is 
NG underſtoodrby raſh,” inconſiderate and: Self. 
0 b; | conceited Thinkers. Ait 
is! Shall we not call it Preſumption ?. Moſt 
(9: aſfuredly, Sir, it is %, to ſay unto God 
ih — What doſt thon? Wat Inſolency in 
1 poor Mortals, when they preſume, to Pre- 
Wha: Tribe Meaſures to the Almighty Sovereign 


1114S of the World? Judge ſincerely, Sir, with- 
3 Jour vun Breaſt about this Affair: Should 


. not Men whoſe 8 preſent 

00 are very much confined, and pent up as it 
J's were ſhould not duch, 2 bexthancd, 

ts when they take upon em to examine the 
1 Councils of infinite Miſdom, aul paſs 
14 Verdicts and Cenſures upon them Can 
213. ſuch tell the World, they belieye in God, 

12 and be angry at © the Charge 1 
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when they entertain ſuch mean and falſe 
Notions of him; that cannot believe him 
Righteous in all Ways, Holy in all his 
Morte? I wonder. theſe Gentlemen don't: 

uarrel with the Creation itſelf, and ſpeak out 
dlacphemouliy, as King Alp hanſu did (WhO 
ought to have been ſent a grazing; as another 
King before him was) that if they had been 
at the making of the World, they would 
have adviſed it better. Poſſibly,” according; 
to their refined Way of Reaſoning, they 
may he diſpleaſed with the Sun's Riſing in 
the Zaſt, and Setting i in the Meß, and be- 
ing confined betwixt the Fropioks! They 
can have no Opinion of the Creation, be- 
cauſe yaſt Tracts of Land are eaſt into the 
— of Cold, and are fix Months 
without'the Light of che Sun, which renders 
them alteg fs uninhabitable. It muſt be 
all a Chonre in their Wiſdom, becauſe there 
are fo many Deſerts, deſolate and barren 
Places, and that all Countries do not a- 
— 255 alike. with Neceſſaries and Com- 
res. ene 9 l . 
— Fog ng that baer hel Giahbomen; 
every t which they cannot compre- 
hend, 78 be exploded and laughed at. 
O wiſe and modeſt Thinkers! I hope (you 
are not in that Number, or if you are ehr 
you will not long continue fo. Give me 
leave to remark a few Words farther, by 
way 
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| Perſons alone, nor yet of thoſe others in that 
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way of Advice, undef; this Head; They that 
are full of themſelves, wiſe: and prudent in 
their on Eyes, are not capable of diſcern- 
ing theſe divine Oiſpenſationc, which are 


thus inſulted and turn'd into Ridicule; 


Whereas, they that have reverend and 
ſuitable; Thoughts of God, do perceive all 
of them worthy of God, as of our Praiſe 
and Admiration. It cannot be deny 'd, but 
that God did only ſpeak in old time to 


PW” ww a9. 9 ÞF 


particular, Perſons, 1 in particular Places: But 


*twas not for the Benefit of thoſe particular 


particular Corner of the World. but of all 
Mankind; and therefore he wiſely: con- 
trived it, that the Sound wert into the 
Earth, aud the Mordt unto the Bud of 
the: Mord: So that all haye had more or 


leſs Opportunity of hearing, and therefore 


are more or. Jeſs guilty; for not knowing the 
holy Will of God. It is alſo true by 
Seripture, that the Son of God. became 
Man, to purchaſe unto himſelf a Peculiar 
People And yet the Divine Gooodneſs is 
not reſtrained, neither can God be charg ed 
with. Partiality, ſeeing the Terms and Condi- | 
tions of being Gods favourite and beloyed 
People, are Herd tg All: And all Nations, 
and all in eyery Nation, may claim the Pri- 
vilege, and alſo lay hold on it for, their 
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Lon may wonder perhaps, Sir, I have 
not yet ſpoken more particularly upon that 
beloved Topick amongſt Free-thinkers con- 
cerning Prieſts and their ConduQ, which I 
have too often been an Ear-witneſs of in 
Coffee-houſes, and otherways acquainted 
with from their Pamphlets. I ſhall now 
therefore beg leave tg addreſs my ſelf to 
you more fully on this Head, becauſe we 
are repreſented in the moſt odious Colours; 
and if theſe Aſperſions cannot be wiped off, 
I fear it may hinder your Enquiries after 
Truth, and the Chriſtian Religion itſelf 
may ſuffer by the artful Diverſions made 
by ſuch Free-thinkets. I call them artful ; 
for, believe me, Sir, this is the grand Secret 
in the whole Affair; tis this that beſt of all 
anſwers the Deſign of adyancing Atheiſm 
and Irreligion, whilſt the Miniſters af true 
Religion are brought into as much Contempt 
as poſſible. As for my own Part; or any 
perſonal Intereſt or Gredit, I ean aſſure 
you with all the Sincerity imaginable, that 
ſuch Reproaches and Reflections don't cauſe 
the leaſt Uneaſineſs; for they are no Sur- 
prize. to me, nor ought to be to the reſt of 
my Brethren ; we have been forewarned of 
them, and depend upon Truth itſelf, that 
they ſhall not hurt us. 
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It has been thus from the Beginning; e 
that was born after the Fleſh, perſecuted 
him that was born after the Spirit, even 
Jo ut is now. Bleſſed are ye, ſays the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith, when 
Men ſhall revile you and | Per ſecure Jou, 
and ſhall ſay all manner of Evil againſt 
206 falſely for . Sake : Rejoice and 
be excee 475 glad, "for great is your Re- 
ward in Heaven ; for ſo perſecuted they 
the Prophets which were before you. The 
Sons of Belial mock'd the Prophets, and 
eſteem' d em as mad Fellows; the Apoſtles 
were held as the Off. couring of all Things: 
And if fo, why ſhould it ſurprize us to be 
ſo oſten abus d, ſeeing we are far ſhort of 
their Gifts and 8 
But, Sir, tis the Honour ant Wiſdon 
of God I am now concern'd to ſpeak for: 
deſpiſing his Priefts, and vilifying their 
Office, is a Sin of a much deeper Dye, than 
the Generality of the World imagines : IL 
need not remind you, how ſeverely God 
has puniſh'd this Sin ; pleaſe at your Lei- 
ſure to read 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16, 17. This 
is a Sin moreover, that ſeems at this Time 
very catching; the Humour of the preſent 
Age, tis to be obſerved in all Companies, 
runs very great Lengths this Way; though - 
J am perſuaded there are great Numbers, 


mo often make themſelves and others Sport 
| in 


(27) 
in abuſing the Clergy, who have not as yet 
caſt off all Senſe of God and Religion; 
and therefore I hope the more eaſily re- 
claim'd in this Reſpect. 

But you'll ſay — Sir, this is de- 
claiming but not arguing; give me Leave 
then to offer you ſome Arguments, ſuch as, 
J wiſh, may ſerve to convince you of the 
Twjuſtice of theſe Reproaches, and of the 
Falſhood of ſuch ſort of Reaſoning concern- 
ing the Clergy. Whenever we are to be the 
Butt, as they call it, in Converſation, or 
the Subject of Deriſion i in Pamphlets; you 
will bear me Witneſs, I dare ſay, that tis 
done under the Name of Prieſts in general, 
without any Diſtinction made betwixt true 
and falſe, good and bad, Chriſtian and 
Heathen. If the Reaſon of this be ask d, 
no leſs Authority than that of a Poet is al 
ſign'd by theſe Free- thinkers for making na 
ſuch Diſtinction; for Prieſts of all Reli- 
gious are the ſame. But are our Heads to 
be ſhaken by Poetry without Truth, and 
by Flights of Wit which have but little of 
good Senſe in them? This was a Saying of 
a good Poet, tis true, but *twas a Poet as 
Atheiſtical and Mercenary as ever wrote: 
Tis not ſaid, he never ſpoke Truth, but 
certainly he never regarded it; he only 
minded what would pleaſe his Party, and 
make for them: But is this a juſt and fair 

E 2 Way 
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Way of arguing, amongſt Gentlemen that 
make ſuch ſtrong Pretences to good Rear 
ſoning ? Shall not the Clergy of the Chriſ- 
tian Church be diſtinguiſhed from Heathen 
Priefts? And amongft the Clergy, ſhall it 
be reaſonable to make the perſonal Faults 
of ſome, © the Ground of a Libel againſt 
all? 

There have been always, and Riill are, 
among the Chriſtian Clergy, Perſons emi- 
nent, as for outward Quality and Birth, ſo 
for Education and good Breeding, Learn- 
ing and natural Parts, Virtue and Piety, 
and other commendable Endowments, as 
among any other Set of Men whatſoever. I 
appeal therefore to your own Judgment and 
Senſe of Things, whether this alone does not 
make a Contempt of the Order in general ve- 
ry unreaſonable, to fay no worſe of it ? Shall a 
Gown or Habit leſſen real Merit? Shall a 
Clergyman, haying thoſe ' good Qualities 
for which others, in other Stations, are de- 
ſervedly efteem'd, be had in Contempt 
merely on Account of his Order ? Or ſhall 
Human Infirmities, innocent Weakneſſes, 
and little Humours be excuſable in one 
ſort of Men, but odious in another? Sure- 
Ty, Sir, this muſt not be call'd Reaſoning, 
but Partiality and the ſtrongeſt Prejudice, 
ſuch as no modeſt Perſon can or ought to 
defend: And if Perſons are to be 3 d 

or 
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for the Order and Office ſake, which are 
of divine Inftitution; it may deſerve the ſe. 
rious Conſideration of thoſe Gentlemen, 
whether they are not in effect deſpiſing 
God himſelf, inſulting his Authority, and 
impeaching his Wiſdom? and if fo, theſe 
are Crimes-confeſſedly that eyery one ſhould 
be afraid of. mY 

The Evangelical Miniſty or Prieſthood 
aims at a greater Good; be pleas'd to con- 
ſider than, all other Orders and Offices 
. whatſoever, and the Benefit of it, goes be- 
yond this Life; whereas the Uſe and Be- 
nefit of all other are confin'd to it. This 
is the Means which the Wiſdom of God 
has appointed for communicating and pre- 
ſerving the Knowledge of himſelf and his 
Will, for curing the Depra vation of human 
Nature, as well as for conveying his Grace 
and Spirit, and for bringing Men to eternal 
Life: For after that, ſays St. Paul, in 
the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wife 
dom knew not God, it pleaſed God by the 
Fookſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave them that 
believe e gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome 
Prophets, and ſome Evangelifts, and ſome 
Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfectiug 
the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, 
for Edifying the Body of Chriſt, til] we 
all come in the Unity of the Faith and 
Knowledge of the Son of God, unto 4 per- 
85 3 feet 
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feft Man, unto the Meaſure of the Fra- | 
ture of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, 1 Cor. i. 
22. Eph. iv. 11., &c. You fee then, Sir, 
the Cuſtom of deſpiſing the Clergy, | 'muſt | 
by degrees introduce a Contempt of the 
Miniſtry itſelf, and alſo of all that is either 
Propos'd or conyey'd by it: So that 
they who as yet abhor Atheiſm, and Irreli- 
gion, as I am very willing t to believe is your 
Caſe, and dread either the falling into it 
themſelves, or of being the Inſtrument of 
promoting it among others, ought to be 
very cautious of throwing Contempt upon 
the Clergy. I grant, the Clergy ſometimes 
may happen to be really contemptible, yet 
ſtill tis no matter for jeſting, nor a fit Subject 
for Sport and profane Mirth. It is truly 
Matter of Mourning, and ſhould alarm 
People, that both outward and ſpiritual 
Judgments are approaching. If they who 
ſhould ſtand in the Gag are not able; if 
they who ſhould intercede are moſt ob- 
noxious, how deplorable muſt the Caſe of 
ſuch a People be? In ſhort, Sir, let Preju- 
dices be. leid aſide, and let both the pre- 
ſent State of the World be view'd impar- 
tially, and alſo the Hiſtory of paſt Times 

duly conſider d, and vol appear that not 
only Piety and Virtue, but Knowledge, 
Senſe and Learning keep Pace with the 


Clergy ; and give me leave to tay, the 
Prieſts 


(31) 4 
Prieſts or Clergy (call em as you pleaſe) 
are now, and always have been, the Standard 
for knowing whether theſe Things flouriſn d 
or were in decay. N | 
Conſider then, dear Sir, that excellent 
Church you are a Member of: Take her 
according to her Conſtitution, and tis cer- 
tain no Church fo. modeft and reaſon- 
able: She makes no Pretences to Infalli- 
bility ; the aſſumes no 'Soyereign Power; 
ſhe ſets up no Rabbies, nor has any private 
Man's Perſon in Admiration, as is done 
almoſt among all other Parties. Conſider 
the Clergy alſo of this Church: Do they 
not generally, as it is required of them, treat 
their People as Men, who ſhould fee with 
their own Eyes, hear with their own Ears, 
and underſtand with their Hearts; whereas 
moſt others uſe their Followers as Children, 
or rather worſe. And ſhali all this be re- 
quited with Contempt, Reproaches, and 
odious Characters, as if our Church was 
the worſt, and our Clergy generally the 
vileſt of any? Plt venture to ſay, no Cler- 
gy have leſs Enconragement from the Peo— 
ple of their own Commnnton; nor any more 
virulently attack d by Adverſaries, eſpecial- 
ly the Enemies of all Religion. But why 
are we, Sir, ſo much more the Object 
of their Spite and Malice? The. Reaſon is 
obvious, becauſe we give them the greateſt- 
Re- 
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Reſiſtance. They throw out the fouleft 
Reproaches upon the Clergy, to obſtruct 
the Efficacy of their Teaching, and to di- 
vert People from the Conſideration of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
Excellency of our Worſhip and Conſtitution, 
which if once receiy'd, would force Atheiſm 
and Irreligion to hide themſclyes : For ſuch 
know by Experience, that raiſing Prejudices 
againſt Perſons, will beget a Prejudice a- 
gainſt all that is recommended by them, 
tho never fo good in itſelf | 

1 very well know, Variety of Sentiments 
amongſt the Clergy, is often made an Ob- 
jection in Favour of Free-thinking : Bu 
why is this a reaſonable Ground of Preju- 
dice ? Is there leſs Variety of Opinions and 
Sentiments among all other Parties of Man- 
kind? Do we think worſe of Philoſophy, 
Hiſtory, Phyſick, or even the Mathematicks, 
becauſe Philoſophers, Hiſtorians, Phyſicians, 
and even Mathematicians are known to dif- 
fer, and to have alſo their Debates? Muſt all 
theſe ſeveral Profeſſions therefore be diſcard- 
ed? Such Perſons, believe me Sir, have 
thought but very little to the Purpoſe, who 
take Offence at Mens different Opinions. 
Every one is born with a different Conſtitu- 
tion and Temper, which produce different 
Paſſions and Inclinations; and theſe have a 
great Influence on the Underſtanding and 
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Judgment. Different Education moreover, 
and the different Engagements which are 
early upon Men, make, no doubt, an Im- 
reſſion upon their Faculties, and give a 
Turn to different Thoughts; and I would 
obſerye by the bye, that nothing, perhaps, 
runs learned Men into different Opinions, fo 
much as a fond Defire after new, uncom- 
mon and odd Things, that they be thought 
to have penetrated | hs than vulgar Souls. 
By this Means we eaſily account for ſo ma- 
ny different Sects, and that even the Fol- 
lowers of the ſame Sect, do in ſomething 
or other differ from the Author of that Sect; 
ſo that the different Opinions among Di- 
vines, only ſnew them to be Men of like 
Paſſions and Infirmities with others; and 
Err differing more in Appearance than 
Reality, ariſing from Words and Terms, 
differently underſtood, it may be, according 
to the Idiom of a Language, &. But 
ſurely, all this cannot be any reaſonable 
Ground of Prejudice againſt the Chriftian 
Religion in general. Shall he be faid to 
think wiſely, who concludes from the diffe- 
rent Opinions of Divines, that Religion is nei- 
ther true nor certain, nor much to be re- 
garded? Muſt the Knowledge of Nature 

and natural Things be laid aſide, becauſe 
Philoſophers have different Opinions about 
theſe Matters? Or muſt Hiſtory be neg- 
* a Fas lected 


mine the plain hiſtorical Evidence given 
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le&ed, becauſe Hiftorians differ about di- 
verſe Paſſages? Sin, in ſhort, was the Caufe 
why we are put under ſo many Difficultics 
in finding Truth ; and God 1s pleas'd to 
permit ſo many different Opinions for try- 
ing the Sincerity and Strength of our Defire 
after the Knowledge of himſelf, as alſo to 
give us a better Taſte of Truth, to make 
it dearer and more valuable: For Truth 
makes a deeper Impreſſion on the Min 
and is better underſtood, when it is learned 
by Meditation, ſerious Enquiry, ang full 
Examination: And for this Purpoſe, let 
me heartily recommend the Method that 
Solomon (whom ſome Gentlemen call a 
Free- Thinker) preſcribes to us all-----1f 
thou incline thine Ear unto Wiſdom, and 
apply thy Heart to Underſtanding > Tea, 
F thou crieſi after Knowledge, and lifteſt . 
ap thy Voice for Underſtanding ; if thou 


feekeſt for her as Silver, and ſtarcheſt for 


her as for hid Treaſures, then ſhals thou 
undes ſtaud the Fear of the Lord, and 


find the Knowledge of God. [Prov. ii. 


I have heard ſome Free-thinkers, Sir, 
appealing to the Bramins, the Perſees, 
Bonzees, Kc. in Oppoſition to the Chriſ- 
tian Religion. Such 1s the Extravagancy 
fometimes of a Free-thinker's Imagination, 
that rather than admit, or ſo much as exa- 
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for the Chriſtian Religion, he will have re- 
courſe to the Pretenſions made by theſe Sort 
of People to Divine Scripture : But does 
it appear to be any thing more than Pretence ? 
Can you think, Sir, that they have as good 
Authority for thoſe pretended Scriptures, as 
we for the Holy Bible? Haye they, who 
wrote and deliver 'd them, as good Creden- 
tials, as Moſes and the Prophets, oof 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles? Has *the Provi- 
dence of God been as wonderfully ſeen in the 
Preſervation of thefe Scriptures, as in that 
of ours ? Are there ſuch Divine and Hu- 
mane Teſtimonies to the Truth of them ? 
Are they as worthy of God ? Do the Doc- 
trine and Declarations in them, make equal- 
ly for the Glory of God, and lay as good 
and folid Foundation for the Peace and: 
Comfort of Men? I am very ſure our Bi- 
ble does this effectually: I pray God you 
may be ſenſible of it; and when you are 
ſo, and have a due Senſe of the Truth and 
Excellency of our Holy Scripture, you 
will not, you cannot treat it fo irre verent- 
ly, as to rank it with a nonſenſical 4/co- 
ran, as I have ſometimes heard you do, 
without the leaſt honourable Mark of Diſ- 
tinction. ; | 

If Grotius's little Treatiſe of the Truth 
of Religion, which I ſometime ago recom- 
mended . to your ſerious Peruſal, ſhall not 
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give you full Satisfaction, as to the Mabo- 
metan Religion, you may claim my Pro- 
miſe, in enlarging upon that Point, when 


you 'pleaſe. J have the Alcoran now by 


me, tranſlated from the Arabick by a faith- 
ful Interpreter and eminent Ambaſſador of 
France at Conſtantinople, the Sieur du 
Ryer ; and T haye the beſt Authorities, 
antient and modern, for confirming what 1 
ſhall ſay upon that Subjcct. 

In the mean Time, let me obſerve, how 
deplorable it is in a Chriſtian Country, that 
there ſnould be ſuch ſhrew'd Signs of groſs 
Infidelity in the midft of ſo many Means, 
and while there is ſo much Opportunity 
for coming to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
I appeal, Sir, can any reaſonable, impartial 
Free-thinker ask more for his Satisfaction 
in theſe important Matters? He that cannot 
ſee Light by the Help of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, I 5 will be always uncapable of 
perceiving 27 : For his Deluſions muſt be 
ſtrong, his Prejudices great, and conſequent- 


ly his Conviction muſt be extremely diffi- 


cult. Some Free-thinkers, to my certain 
Knowledge, have taken a great deal of 
Pains in making Numbers of Duotations 
from the Writings of the Chriſizan Clergy, 
for deſtroying that very Religion which the 
Clergy preach and defend. Theſe Gentle- 
men, tis true, turn over a great many ow 
or 
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for this Purpoſe, to prove the Clergy guil- 
ty of a Felo de ſe, by ſhaking the Autho- ' 
rity of that Divine Book, which they de- 
clare themſelves and all others ſhall be judg- 
ed by at the laſt Day. But what think you, 
Sir, is this Labour and Pains taken by 
theſe Free-thinkers, to better their own 
Minds, or to clear their Underſtanding ? 
Or rather is it not too plain, that this Col- 
lection is made to increaſe the Prejudices of 
themſelves and others againſt Truth and Re- 
ligion, and to humour their Malice againſt 
the Clergy ? I ſay too plain; for I will 
yenture to affirm upon my own Knowledge 
at preſent, that the Quotations in general 
of this kind, are ſo far from being genuine 
and, true, that on the contrary, they are 
neither fair nor faithful, being very often 
only diſtant Fords and Sentences drawn 
together, and a malicious Turn given to 
them, for making them ſpeak what the Au- 
thors never intended; ſometimes broker 
Paſſages ſeparate from others, which would 
not only have qualified them, but oyer- 
turn'd the very Deſign of ſuch ſort of Free- 
thinkers; who conſequently do more Pre- 
judice to themſelves by ſuch Quotations, 
than to thoſe from whom they take them, 
This is ſometimes diſcovering Ignorance, 
and at other Times want of Candour and 
Honeſty, But after all, good Sir, what 
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Man is there, that has not his Fo;bles? 
Who expects Infallibility ſrom Perſons not 
inſpired? Who is it, that reaſons juſtly and 
exactly at all Times, and on all Subjects? 


How eaſily may an inconſiderate Thought, 


an improper Word, an indiſcreet Expreſſion 
ſlip in, when Men are haranguing, declaim- 

ing, or arguing in Paſſion, or by a heated 
Imagination? Men, that are not upon their 
Guard, may ſay many Things which poſſi- 
bly cannot endure the Teſt: But why muſt 
any thing weak or indiſcreetly ſaid, be 
perverted and wreſted to a bad Senſe and 
Purpoſe ? However, I don't apologize in this 
Manner, you ſee, as if I thought all the 
Quotations of theſe Gentlemen were ge- 
nuine and true, as J ſaid before, or that 
they could not be otherwiſe juſtify'd : But 
to examine all theſe Quotations at preſent 
would be tedious, and'I fear you will think 
I have run out my Letter to too great a 
Length already. I have obſerv'd it a ge- 
neral Practice amongſt Free-thinkers, for ma- 
ny Years paſt, that when they are introdu- 
cing our Divines, as Men that either give a 
mean or odious Character of our Holy Books, 
ſuch as Biſhop Taylor for Inſtance, who is 
often traduc'd this Way ; or elſe as Men 
that have render'd the Canon of Scripture 
uncertain; ſuch as Dr. Grabe, Dr. Mills, and 
Dr. Beveridge; tis obſervable, I ſay, that 
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theſe Free-thinkers only take Notice, of the 
Doubts and Difficulties which Men confeſs, 
but take no manner of Notice, or rather in- 
duftrioufly conceal the Solutions given by 
theſe Divines of ſuch Doubts and Difficul- 
ties; this T will make evident to you when 
ever you pleafe : And will you ſay, that 
theſe. Gentlemen do not impoſe on you, 
when 'tis ſo notorious, they make it their 
Buſineſs, not to teach Truth, or to. quiet 
People's Minds, but to fill thei with Scru- 
ples and Prejudices? Such Quotations againſt 
the Clergy, when fairly read and under- 
ſtood, will rather make for their Honour, 
than give any juſt Room for Objections: 
For it ſhews their Honeſty, in that they do 
not conceal what is ſeemingly diſadvan- 
tageaus, and fo there is no Reaſon to ſuſſ pect 
their impoſing upon People. Be pleas d 
farther to conſider in their Favour, that from 
the Account they give of the Boos receiv d. 
into the Cauon of ON cripture, it appears how 
cautious and circumſpect the Primitive 
Church was, how careful to diſtinguiſh the 
Writings of thoſe who. were truly inſpir'd 
from others, that only pretended to Inſpira- 
tion: So that they have delivered down to 
us, only what they themfelyes receiv'd, 
and were well aſſured, was from the A 

ftles: And indeed, no Book in the World, 
you may depend” on it, Sir, was eyer ſo 


well 
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well atteſted, neither can be proy'd ſo au- 
thentick as the Scripture ; Nor has it only 
all the outward Teſtimonies that can be 
deſired to recommend it, but the Doctrine 
and Contents moreover ſhew ſo much of the 
Wiſdom of God, that it is impoſſible to have 


been written without the Iuſpiration of the 


bleſſed Spirit. bh” 

Let the Quinteſſence of all Human Wri- 
Fings be extracted, and *twill be nothing, 
dear Sir, in Compariſon of that which the 
Scripture teaches of God and Man, Je ſus 
Chriſt and him crucify d; and yet moſt of 
the Pen-men, it muſt be acknowledged, 


were without Learning or liberal Education. 


The Simplicity of Stile may appear to ſome 


to be barbarous ; yet all who duly conſider, 


will prefer it to the Eloquence of either De- 
moſthenes or Thucidides; and a learned Di- 
vine of our own Nation has of late Years 
ſet this Matter in the cleareſt Light poſſi- 
ble. The Apoſtles, indeed, when they 
preached the Goſpel, did not uſe the inti- 
eing Words of Man's Wiſdom, becauſe 
they had no Deſign of catching Men by 
Guile, nor of drawing others after them 
with the Excellency of Speech, or with 
the Wiſdom of Words: But ſuitably to 
their Character, they endeayour'd to make 
Converts only by a naked Repreſentation 
of the Truth, and giving a plain Convic- 
e 164855 
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tion of it: Conſider therefore this Matter 
ſeriouſly with yourſelf, Sir, and you will 
find, that the Stile, as well as the Matter of 
Scripture, muſt be by the Iaſpiration of 
God : For if the Pen-men of Scripture had 
been writing cunningly deviſed Fables, or 

what they wrote out of heir own Heads, 
they would haye written more like Men ; 
that is, as Men did then, and do ftill for 
the moſt Part, they would have minded 
chiefly the pleaſing Men; and ſo ſtudied 
Art and Amuſement, acceptable Words and 
fine Expreſſions; what might tickle. the 
Ear, affect the Fancy, humour the Paſſions, 
or which might ſtrike in with their Opini- 
ons and Intereſt, which would have render- 
ed the Truth leſs evident, or more liable 
to Exception. * 
I have heard ſome Free-thinkers talk a 
great deal about various Readings of the 
New Teſtament, and have thought they 
talk'd very much to the Purpoſe, when they 
made Objections to the Clergy on this Ac- 
count; whereas this only proves, that the 
Clergy may be Learned and Inquiſitive, in 
producing ſuch various Readings for theſe 
Gentlemen to comment upon: But ſurely 
they are no Proof that the Clergy intend 
to render the Text of Scripture precari- 
ous. Such a Charge againſt the Clergy, 


about various Readings, may amuſe and 
G | ſhake 
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ſhake the Simple and Inconſiderate; but it 


cannot ſurprize any wiſe reaſoning Perſon : 
For what Wonder is it, that there ſhould 
be different Readings of a Book that has 
been ſo often tranſcribed and tranflated into 
all the Languages of the World ? Let any 
one, after he has curiouſly compar'd our 
Laws and Atts of Parliament, in the Re- 
cords of the Tower, with the ſeveral print- 
ed Editions of them, and with the Citation 
of Judges and Lawyers, tell the World, 
whether the Variations of them are not 
found to be very many, nay ſome of them 
efential too, which is more ſurpriſing. 
But let the various Readings of the New 
Teſtament be as many as any Free-thinker 
is pleasd to ſuppoſe, I can affirm, upon my 
own Knowledge, Sir, that there are very 
few material, and that none of them de- 
ſtroy any Matter of Fact, on which the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is founded; 
neither do they alter any eſential Point of 
Doctrine: And if this be the Caſe, T hope 
what I fay will have its due Weight with 
you. TI only add, that admitting all parti- 
cular Variations, the Whole of our Religion 


ſtands firm; becauſe what may be dubious 


in one Place, 'is clearly proved in another ; 
and theſe various Readings, when well 
conſider d, rather afford an Argument for 
fixing and clearing the Scripture, than for 
1 1 ; rendering 


az - f 
rendering it precarious: For by them we 
ſee the Tradition of the Jeripture; by 
them it appears, that the Books of the New 
Teſtament are no Forgery ; and that in all 
eſſential Parts, whether Hiſtorical or Doctri- 
nal, they are ſtill uncorrupted. The learn- 
ed Free-thinkers would do well to peruſe 
the Preface of an accurate Critick (Ludol- 
phus Kuſterus) who publiſh'd Dr. Mille-s 
New Teſtament in Amſterdam, with theſe 
various Readings, that are ſo much objec- 
ted to. Let me trouble you with one Paſ- 
ſage out of that Preface in the ſame Lan- 
guage 'tis written in, and at your {Leiſure 
pleaſe to let me know your Opinion of it. 
= auctoritatem Textus ſacri magis con- 

mare queat quam mirificus tot Codicunt / 

MSS Yer ſionum, patrum, aliorumq; dͤcripto- 
rum veterum con ſen ſus; qui (quod ad ipſum . 
Textum adtinet) leviter tantum & exigug | 
admodum diſtrimine intor ſe diſcrepent 2 | 
Jane, ut dicam quod res eſt, ex praftantiſc- 
ima hac Novi Teſtamenti Editione Milli- 
ana, vel hic precipue fructus in Eccleſiam 
redundat, quod nunc demum ſtire liceat, 
pleraſq; tot Codicum MSS. Lectioues va- 
riantes ita comparatas eſſe, ut parum vel 
nthil inter eas inter ſit. Sane, ſi leviora 
a a reliquis ſeparaveris, mirum quam 
exiguus harum rolinquetur numerus, que 
vedentur alicujus efſe momenti, & erudito 
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pioq; Lectori dubitandi Materiam pre- 
bere poſſint, utra Lectio alter: præſtat. 
Omnibus nunc apparere poteſt, diſcrepan- 
tiam Codicum Mod. Novi Teſtamenti lon- 
ge minoris eſſe momenti, quam non ſolum 
Homines er ga S. Scripturam male ani- 
mati ante gattaverant, ſed etiam multi 
for ſan ex 11s, qui bene de Religione ſenti- 
rent, ſibi a ee | | 

There is one Obj ection, which I think I 
have heard you more than once make, as a 
Free-thinker, and you ſeem to lay a great 


Streſs upon it ; which 1s concerning the 


preſent Tranſlation of the Bible : The 
Prieſts, you are told, #/e pions Frauds in 
tranſlating----W hat ſhall we ſay to this? 
Tis an Attack made on purpoſe to leſſen 
the Credit of the Bible; and they well 
know, who tell you this, that if they can 
but leſſen the Credit of that Book with you, 
they ſhall ſoon gain another Point, which 
is, that you will lay aſide all Thoughts of 
reading it ; and by this Means the People 
in general, they hope, will be without the 
Benefit of a Book that gives ſo mnch Diſ- 
turbance to a Free-thinker ; the Generality, 
ſay they, are uncapable of conſulting the o- 
riginal Languages; let our Attack therefore 
but gain Credit, and who'll truſt any long- 
er to that muſty Book, though it be the 
oldeſt Book in the World ? Now, Sir, give 

me 
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me leave to obſerve, as to our preſent Tran- 
lation of the Bible, that we do not pretend 
this Tranſlation was made and carried on, as 
that by the Seventy Greek Interpreters is 
ſaid to have been; which would give an 
equal Authority with the Original: Nor do 
we ſay our Tranſlators were immediately 
inſpir'd. We own them to have been Men 
liable to Miſtakes, and conſequently this 
Work of theirs, like all human Works, 1s, 
no doubt, capable of being amended in di- 
yerſe Places: But I hope, Sir, you will not 
deny, that they were good and ſerious 
Men: Tis very certain they were ſo ; and 
their Abilities were as well known for un- 
dertaking ſuch a Work; and, I perſuade my 
ſelf, you will not think it unreaſonable, 
when I ſay further, that theſe Men had 
that Divine Aſſiſtance which is promiſed to 
all Chriſtians, and may in a greater Degree 
be expected by ſuch, who ſet about any 
good Enterprize for the Glory of God, and 
the Good of his Church, as the Caſe was 
here, It may then, and is truly affirmed, 
that theſe Tranſlators have committed no 
eſſential Miſtakes : Nay, take it altogether, 
the marginal Readings and the Text; the 
Tranſlation may be juſtly defended as e- 
qual to, if not better than, any Modern or 
Ancient one. | 

Could 
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Could you but prevail with yourſelf; 
good Sir, to be Prieſt-ridden for one Quar- 
ter of an Hour, whilſt I entreat you to read 
over the Preface of theſe Tranſlators, which 
you often ſee plac'd before this Tranſlation 
of the Bible, you would then be fully con- 
vinc'd what Diligence, what Care and 
Faithfulneſs was us'd by thoſe Men. 

This Preface ought always to be printed 
with the Bible itſelf, but tis too often o- 
therwiſe; and thereby the Hearts of many 
that read the Bible, are depriy'd of that com- 
fortable Aſſurance, which otherwiſe the 
Preface would give em; this we can only 
lament ; but let the Governors of our Church 
anſwer for this Omiſſion in Printers and Book- 
ſellers, only for ſaving a little Paper. 

T have heard you ſometimes make parr- 
cular Exceptions againſt onr preſent Tran- 
{lation ; that there are ſome Words, both in 
the Hebrew and Greek Originals, that are 
not taken Notice of by our Tranſlators ; 
and on the other Hand, that our Tranſla- 
tors have inſerted Words in their Tranſla- 
tion, when there is nothing to anſwer thoſe 
Words in the Original; and yet material 
Words too, you ſay. The Satisfaction J 
would: gladly- give you, as to theſe Particu- 
lars, cannot now well be done, becauſe 1 
have Reaſon to think my Letter appears 
too long already ; but if you are pleas'd to 

let 
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let me know the Particulars, I don't doubt 
but another Letter may clear up the ſeem- 
ing Difficulties to your Satisfaction. 

I don't blame you, Sir, nor can any rea- 
ſonable Objection be made againſt ſuch ſort 
of Free-thinking as this; when nothing 
more is meant by it, than a ſerious ſober 
Enquiry into the Nature and Reaſons of ſuch 
Matters as are propos'd. But ſurely there 
are many, and great Objections againſt the 
common Notion and Practice of Free-think- 
ing, ſuch as you ſeem to be too fond of at 


= preſent : However, I hope in a little Time 


we ſhall both be Free-thinkers alike. 

One Thing I requeſt of you, that you 
will not ſuffer yourſelf to be laugh'd out 
of your Reaſon and Religion, under the No- 
tion of being Prieſt-ridden; nor imagine, 
that a Clergyman's Converſation can be any 
Clog or Hinderance to Free-thinking. They 
are really the Riders, who are Enemies to 
Reaſon: But how can the Clergy be Ene- 
mies to Reaſon, when they are conſtantly 
preaching it up? Don't humour then the 
Lay. cant of ſome (who, in reality, and up- 
on Reflection you will find, are more given 
to ride than the Clergy are) when they 
wittily aſſure you, that Prieſts would fain 
be rely'd on as Lawyers, Phyſicians, Gc. 
are in their ſeveral Faculties; but tis much 
the better to have all rh e, they ſay, ex- 
OE 18 _ cluded 
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cluded any Country; and when that's done, 
the Country, if you'll believe 'em, will be 
a real Paradiſe, Have a care how you op- 
poſe Divine Authority : T am very ſure, 
tis demonſtrable, that God has eſtabliſhed 
the Evangelical 'Priefthood or Miniitry to 
continue for ever in the Church; that is, 
to the End of the World : Divine Wiſdom 
has choſen this, as the moſt effectual Me- 
thod and Means for propagating and pre- 
ſerying the Knowledge of the Truth. Be- 
fore the Law, God requir'd Fathers and 
Maſters of Families to do this Office, and to 
teach their Children, Servants, and others 
under their Care (ſee Gen. xviii. 19.) By 
Moſes, he ſeparated the Tribe of Levi for 
this End, and ordained, that the Prieſts 
Lips ſhould keep K nowledge, and that the 
Po ple ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth, 
beads ſe he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of 
Hoſts, (ſee Mal. xi. 7.) Jeſus Chriſt fol- 
lowing this Conduct of Divine Wiſdom, or- 
dain'd Apoſtles and other Miniſters to be 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, and to 
be the Means of conyeying the Heavenly 
Treaſures of ſaving Knowledge: And they 
alſo ordain'd Elders or 5 which 
are all one with Prieſts; the very People 

ou ſo oſten hear ironicaliy mention'd. And 
becauſe the Goſpel was to continue till the 
End of the World, therefore the ſame Me- 


thog 
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thod is continued to this Day, and will be - 
kept up by all who regard God or right 
Reaſon. But though the Clergy are your 
Miniſters, Sir, for conveying this ſaving 
Knowledge, yet they are not ordain'd to 
fave the People from the Trouble of Think- 
ing, but only to help them to think right, 
and alſo to keep them. in mind of thoſe ne- 
ceſſary Truths which they have learned. 

L do not queſtion, Sir, but that the Lai- 
ty are every Way as capable to find out 
Truth as the Clergy: But their Buſineſs 
and Employments may not allow them 
Time. What then more agreeable to Di- 
vine Wiſdom, than that there ſnould be a 
Het of Men, whoſe particular Buſineſs it is 
to prepare what all ſhould believe and ob- 
ſerve? But why muſt the Clergy, who are 
thus commiſſion'd, be ſaid t lead Men in- 
to Opinions, which they have liſted them- 
ſelves to profeſs, and for the moſt part 
into miſtaken Opinions, as I have ſome- 
times obſerved it maliciouſſy objected? Is 
it not the Duty and Intereſt of Divines, to 
lead Men into true Opinions? and why 
may not the Opinions be true, though the 
Prieſts profeſs them? Is there no Sincerity 
in Profeſſion, think you, Sir? Muſt all be 
ſuſpected thatare under any ſolemn Engage- 
ments? I know you muſt, after ſerious Re- 
fleQion, think this unreaſonable, as well as 
R uncharitable. 
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(3 
uncharitable. Tis granted, there are many 
miſtaken Opinions: But this is only a Rea- 
ſon for a fair impartial Examination; but 
can be no Reaſon for refuſing to hear all 
and every one without Exception; nor 
ought there to be a greater Prejudice againſt 


one who has /;ſted himſelf (as tis call'd by 
way of Deriſion) to profeſs only particular 


Opinions, than againſt another who has not 


yet declar'd himſelf what Church or Party 
he belohgs to: For the Truth may be as 


little with this laſt, as the other. If you 


and I, Sir, can agree ſo far as to believe St. 
Paul, tis then agreed, that the Church is 


the Pillar and Ground of Truth; and the 


Conſequence of that is, that ſhe ought to 
oblige all Members to profeſs and teach 


| found Doctrine; and hence you ſee the 


Reaſons for Creeds, Confeſſion, and Articles 
of Faith (which are ſuch Grievances to 
Free-thinkers) : For without them it is hard- 


ly poſſible to preſerve the Unity and Purity 


of Faith. You know very well, in the 
Days of the Apoſtles there was a Form of 


found Words, which St. Paul commanded 


Timothy to hold faſt; to teach according to 
it, and to take care that thoſe he. ordain'd 
ſhould do the fame. We are forewarn'd, 
you know, of the coming in of Hereſies 
and damnable Doctriues; and there- 
fore there muſt be a Teſt for trying 

| Fg whether 
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whether Men ſpeak right and according to 
Truth. Certainly no Care 1s too great for 
preſerving the Truth, and for preventing 
falſe Doctrine; and yet neither of theſe can 
be done if private Perſons have Liberty to 
adyance whatever they pleaſe, and to broach 
all the wild Notions that ſhall come into 
their Heads. cody, | 
There is one Notion that I have often 
perceiv'd you are fond of, and you muſt ex- 
cuſe me if I take ſome Notice of it, becauſe 
J am fatisfy'd, tis derived from Free- thinł- 
ing, in the Senſe I have been taking it thro' 
the whole Letter. I mean, that the Cler- 
O are burthenſome, and that the ſupport- 
ing them is a National Charge; your Com- 
plaint, I own, has, in this reſpect, been gen- 
tle and gentile in my Hearing: But if the 
Language of your Heart may be gueſſed at, 
ſomething more is imply'd, v:S. that the 
Clergy are a great Evil to Society. If this 
be a ſettled Notion with you---to what Pur- 
pa ſhall I argue from the Command and 
aſtitution of God himſelf in this Matter? 
Or from what St. Paul has declar'd con- 
cerning it, 1 Cor. ix? But ſhould the Caſe 
be thus with you (as J hope 'tis not) and 
no Regard to be had to the Divine Inſtitu- 
tion of the Miniſtry, nor any Senſe of the 
ſpiritual Good to be got by it, give me 
leave to argue with you another Way, by 
H 2 obſerying 


(52) 

obſerving that there can be no Reaſon (if 
the Matter be fairly and impartially con- 
ſider d) to complain of the Charge of main- 
taining the Clergy of this Kingdom, or to ac- 
count it any Evil or Burden to the Nation: 
For, in the firſt Place, do they not pay 
proportionably to all publ ick Taxes ?* Some- 
times, I believe, more; becauſe commonly 
they are taxed very near, if not altogether 
(as tis my own Caſe, I do aſſure you) ac- | 
cording to the real Value of their Livings. 
I would take Notice in the next Place, * | 
the Tithes, out of which the Clergy a 
maintained, belong to none other; and om 
Clergy were in Poſſeſſion of them before 
any preſent Proprietor, or his Predeceſſors, 
had any Right to the Lands themſelves. I 
would. Kanther obſerve to you, that in any 
Lands. which you, or your Anceſtors, may 
have purchaſed, the Tithes were not paid 
For; they are deducted; and conſequently 
paying them to the Clergy, is only paying 
to Men what is due; and juſt as reaſonable 
as for your Tenant to pay the Rent of his 
Farm. But farther yet, Sir, the 'Clergy's 
Reyenues are not Hereditary to their private | 
Families, as under the Maſaical Diſpenſa- 
tion; and therefore leſs Cauſe ſtill for any 
Sir "ad te whatever to grudge or 
envy what the Clergy enjoy: Every Rank, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, ner the 
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Privilege of training up. their Children for 


theſe Offices, and the Revenue belonging 
to them. The Clergy then are not a Bur- 


den, nor an Evil to the Nation, but rather 
a Temporal Advantage. However, I could 
wiſh, and even yet hope, that their being a 
Spiritual Advantage, may be the moſt pre- 
vailing Argument with my Friend; and that 
the former Part of my Letter will have ſome 
Weight towards making it ſo. i | 
There is one Point yet, which is frequent- 


tion, and which you may expect ſhould be 
ſpoken to; indeed it makes a great Noiſe at 
this Time of Day, and tis the artful Engine 
that's play'd off at preſent to deſtroy the 
Chriſtian Religion—--I mean the inſiſting ſo 
much upon Moral Duties in Oppoſition to 
the Myſteries of Religion and Matters of 
Faith, which theſe Gentlemen are pleas'd to 
call yain Speculations, Impoſitions and 
what not. Nay, that the Peace and Order 
of Human Society is deftroy'd, when a Zeal 
is ſhew d for ſuch Speculations, Kc. Now, 
after what has been ſaid already, I am wil- 
ling to believe, you do not expect I ſhould 


ſpend any Time to convince you, that there 


are Matters of Faith, and that ſuch are 
not vain Speculations, Impoſitions, Kc. I 
rather hope we are agreed, that ſuch Mat- 
ters are neceſſary to Salvation; and if neceſ- 
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WN. how ſhould they be FP by 
moral Duties? What if it be granted, that 
moral Duties are ſufficient to ſupport Hu- 
man Societies, and to ſecure the Peace of 
them; ſhall a Chriſtian ſay, that a quiet 
and peaceable Life here, is all that one ſnould 
aim at? St. Paul ſays, without Faith it 'is 
impoſſiblèe to pleaſe God; and a greater than 
he has ſaid, that he who believes not is 
damn'd. He that believes this, cannot think 
Matters of Faith, to be Matters of no Mo- 
ment, or altogether unneceſſary ; and there- 
fore he that pleads for Morality without 
Faith, muſt in effect be an Atheiſt and In- 
fidel; he believes not the Goſpel, neither 
fears eternal Damnation, which can only be 
prevented by a true humble Faith, which 
worketh by Love, and keeps the Command- 
ments. Theſe Gentlemen that make ſuch a 
ſtir about Morality, don't conſider that tis 
a Part of Chriſtianity; nor was there ever 
ſuch a perfect Syſtem of Morality thought 
of by any Philoſopher, as that which the 
Goſpel teaches; and I will readily agree 
with theſe Gentlemen, if they pleaſe, that 
ſuch Perſons have but little Senſe of the 
Chriſtian Religion, who are regardleſs of 
Morality, and neither preach nor preſs it: 
But then the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be 
propoſed entire, and not mangled; and fo 
F aith, and the Things to be believed, ſhould 
| be 
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be preached too, otherwiſe there is more Re- 
gard to Man than God, and more Concern- 
ment for the preſent Life, than for that Life 
and Immortality which the Goſpel has 
brought to Light: Therefore, believe me, 
Sir, thoſe Gentlemen argue very inconſide- 
rately, who imagine that the Peace and Or- 
der of Human Society depend wholly, or 
moſtly, on the Practice of Moral Duties: 
For as theſe are the Bleſſings of God, the 
Effect of his Providence, and the Teſtimo- 
nies of his Favour; ſo that Nation or Peo- 
ple may be moſt aſſur'd of them, who re- 
cerve the Word of God and keep it. Do 
but reflect, Sir, ſeriouſly upon the Myſte- 
ries of the Chriſtian Religion, and then tell 
me, whether ſuch Matters of Paith do any 
ways deſtroy the Practice of Morality, as is 
objected by theſe Free-thinkers? You will 
find, that the Myſteries of the Chriſtian 
Religion are truly the Myſteries of Godli- 
neſs, the ſureſt Foundation of both Piety 
and all moral Duties; nor is it poſſible to 
invent more forcible Arguments for perſua- 
ding to the Practice of them. Can there be 
a greater Motive to Love, to Forgiveneſs, 
to the doing all manner of Good to others, 
than the ſtupendous Love of God to Man- 
kind in ſending his Son? Can any behold . 
Chriſt dying ſor us, and not feel the pow- 
erful Conftraint to die to Sin, and to follow 
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Righteouſneſs? Will not the Proſpect of e- 
ternal. Life beſt ſerye to wean Mens Hearts 
from the inordinate Loye of this World, 


which puts them upon many wicked Pracs 


tices? And will not, the Contemplation of 
the many great and precious Promiſes of 
God by Chriſt, excite a ſincere Deſire to 
abc one's ſelf from all Filthineſs of the 
Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Holineſs 
in the Fear of God? Shall the preſling theſe 
Things deſtroy the Practice of Morality, or 

cool any ones Zeal for it? No Topicks from 
Heathen Moraliſts have half the Force. This 


Error of decrying Faith, and of adyancing 


Morality, to the Prejudice of it, has been 
obtaining gradually in this Nation for many 
Years paſt: It has been favoured and carried 
on by Men of different Principles, and who 
had different Deſigns i in their Heads. Some 
good well-meaning Perſons have been alſo 
deceived with the falſe Varniſh ſpread over 
it: Such are the /ecref Devices of Satan, 
which every ſincere Chriſtian ſhould guard 
againſt ; particularly ſuch a fatal Error as 
this, which tends effectually to weaken the 
Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt, which is built 
upon Faith, neither can continue with us, 
unleſs Faith be preſerv d. In ſhort, Sir, 
Morality is to be taught, but not to 
the Prejudice of Faith: T heſe two ſhould 


always be join'd together, nor indeed 
can 
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can they be put aſunder : For 'tis a falſe 
Faith which is without Morality, and there 
is no true or acceptable Morality, which 
has not Faith for its Principle. Let the 
World be never ſo much offended, Chriſt 
cruciſied muſt be preached, and all the other 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, how little ſoever 

ſuch Free-thinkers may like them. The 
Seriptures tell us of damnable Doctrines; 
which makes it the Duty of every faithful 
Miniſter to declare all the Counſel of God, 
by endeayouring to ſettle Peoples Minds, 
that they may not be lite Children toſſed to 
and fro with every Wind of Doctrine; nor 
drawn by the Slight and Craftinefs of De- 
ceivers, into an Indiſferency about all Reli- 
gions: And I beg you would believe me, 
Sir, when I ſay, that his is what the Free- 
thinkers, you have too long convers'd with, 
are driving at: May God direct you to make 
a ſure and ſpeedy Retreat; and whenever 
it ſhall pleaſe him to touch your Conſcience, 
and to open your Eyes, that you may ſee 

. your preſent Errors, I may venture to aſſure 
you, you will then rejoice to find that Say- 
ing faithful and true,” as it is certainly wor- 
thy of all Acceptation, That Je ſus Chriſt 

came into the World ta ſave Sinners, even 
the chief; and that th him Forgiveneſs of 
Sin is preach'd to every one; as that by him 

All that believe are juſtified from all Things, 

i," x I a fr 0 2 
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From which they could not be juſtified even 
by the Law of Moſes. This Doctrine is 


comfortable, as well as true; and none will 
deſpiſe it but Solomon's Fools, who male a 


. Mock at Sin; but the Righteous, ſays he, 


hath Hope in his Death, Prov. xiv. 32. 
Hope does not look backwards, but muſt 
have a Reſpect to ſomething that is to come, 
and therefore 1s builr upon the Faith of Im- 
mortality and eternal Life. Thus the Pa- 
triarchs of old, the Prophets, and other great 
Men of the Jews, lived in the Faith and 


Hope of a better Country than any upon 


Earth, Zeb. xi, To which happy Country 
God of his infinite Mercy _— us all in his 


due time. | „ 


Tam, SIR, 
Tour faithful Servant 


in all Chriſtian Offices, 8c. 


= * 
POSTSCRIPT. 


"I" HE Notions which Dr. Clark, late 
| Rector of St. James's, ſome Years 
ago vented amongſt us, as agreeable (in his 
Opinion) with the Scripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity, and as being the Senſe of the 
ancient Writers of the Chriſtian Church, 
were ſoon after juſtly cenſur d to be Here- 
tical by an Engliſh Synod, as they had 
been many Years before by a General Coun- 
eil, and are accordingly at this Day adjudg- 
ed to be ſuch by the Statute Law of this 

Realm, 8 
The Fratres Poloni appear to have been 
Dr. Clark's favourite Commentators in that 
Work of his, call'd the Scripture DotFrine 
of the Trinity: And whoever will take the 
Pains of peruſing the Latin Comments of 
that Fraternity (as I have done ſeveral Years 
ago) and compare em with the Doctor's 
Expoſitious of Scripture in that Book, will 
find the Recłor frequently copying ſo very 
clofe after thoſe Gentlemen, that he can be 
ſaid to be little more than a bare Tranſlator ; 
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and yet he refuſes to be rank'd in the Num- 
ber of thoſe Writers who were profeſs'd 
Socenians, | FE: 
This transferring of Heterodoxy from A- 
broad, is a Practice that has too much pre- 
vail'd in our Nation for near theſe forty 
Years, as by my own private Obſervation; 


the fatal Conſequences have been gradual, 


as well as miſchievous, in Matters of Reli- 
gion; and *tis worth our remarking at this 


time of Day, that though an Zng/iſh Rea- 


der ſhall be juſtly ſurpriz d at the many im- 
pious Books and Pamphlets publiſh'd almoſt 
every Week againſt God and Religion; yet 
an honeſt Foreigner is not ſurpriz d at all, 
and only pities the Eugliſh Readers, who, 
for want of knowing the Latin Tongue, 
cannot ſee how groſſly they are impos d on 
by new vamp' d Tranſlat ions from Abroad. 
"Tis in this Manner that ſo much Here. 
tical Ware has been imported amongſt us, 


without any Duty laid, or any pecuniary 


Muldt inflicted, which yet might have turn- 
ed to Account more Ways than one, if our 
Superiors had thought fit. It may be truly 
ſaid in our Favour, that, by reaſon of our 
Climate and Conſtitution, we are not ſo 
good at Invention; but tis very evident, 
in reſpect of Improvement in this, as well 
as other Matters, we don't fall ſhort of any 
People in the World: And this tis that 
e a has 


>> 

has made the Auti-trinitariaus abroad ſo 
very free, for above theſe thirty Years paſt, 
in Claiming our Church to their Party. 
What Grounds they have had for ſuch Pre- 
tences, ſhall not be particularly enquir'd in- 
to at preſent : This I can ſafely aver, that 
the ayow'd Doctrines and Principles of our 
Church could afford them none; and if ſo, 
whence could they have any, unleſs from 
the Encouragement they found in a ſecret 
Correſpondence with ſome of the Members 
of our own Church, who then, and ſome of 
them lately have, made a very conſiderable 
Figure in it? Many yet remember, no doubt, 
the Letters that appeared amongſt us about 
that time of Day relating to theſe Matters; 
particularly the Account which a notable 
Socinian * there gives us of the Reaſons for 
his embracing the Romiſh Religion. Theſe 
Letters did ſtartle many conſidering Men 
amongſt us, and made them doubt, there is 
ſomewhat more in the Boaſts of that Sort of 

Men than yet appear'd above- board. Theſe 
Letters occaſion'd an honeſt Divine in Hol. 
land f to expreſs himſelf in the following 
Manner, concerning them and us; © On this 
“Score, ſays he, I ſhall add, that the Church 
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of England, which is the moſt illuſtrious 
& Part of our Reformation, owes us ſome- 
thing for our Edification : God forbid 
« we ſhould give any Credit to the Accuſa- 
« tions made on that Account againſt her : 
« But in Conſideration of the Confidence 
« wherewith the Pleaders for an univerſal 
unlimited Toleration on this Side the Wa- 
ce ter, accuſe her for being in their Opinions, 
1e muſt take the Boldneſs to lay, = ought 
« not to refuſe a publick, and in ſome ſort 
“ folemn Diſavowal of them, to refute 
« thoſe Calumnies.” Much about the ſame 
Time that we were thus called upon from 
Abroad, the Synod of the Walloon Churches 
of the United Provinces aſſembled at Am- 


8 


A 


fterdam ; when they were inforin'd, as well 
by Memorials and Inſtructions of their own 


Churches, as by a Letter from between 
thirty and forty of the French Miniſters 
here at London, that ſeveral of their Com- 
munion did both there and here teach the 
Socinian Hereſies; ſome of them openly; 


whilſt others mote artificially hid their Poi- 


ſon under the Cover of an unbounded Tole- 
ration. This Synod thought it neceſſary, 
ſolemnly and unanimouſly to condemn ſe- 
veral Propoſitions of that Nature and Ten- 
dency, as falſe, ſeandalous and perni- 


cious, 2 under the higheſt Cen- 
ſures; 


* > 1 


663) 


fares, Sc. and certainly every true Son 


of the Church of England did then, and 


will ſtill honour the Synod, upon account of 


its laudable Zeal for the Faith, for which 


we are bid to contend. 

Our Danger, in regard to fal/e Doctrine, 
is too viſibly encreaſed ſince that Time. 
The Conſpiracy ſeems to be uni verſal, and 
therefore the more formidable. The diffe- 


rent Denominations of -Dezſt and Socinian, 


Arian, Semi- Arian, Photinian, and the 
like, are well-nigh loſt amongſt us under the 
boaſted Title of Free-thinkers. This is the 
Sef that has been battering the Walls of 
our Sion for ſo many Years paſt under diffe- 
rent Shapes; their Ad vances have been gra- 
dual; but the ſeveral Free-thinking Batta- 
lions (thus united) of Hereſy and Blaſdhe- 
my, Infidelity and Profaneneſ5, have car- 
ried the Attack ſo far, that, tis juſtly fear'd, 
there is now no Orger, Degree, nor Place 
among us, wholly free from the Infection. 
But may we not live in Hopes, that the 
Piety and Zeal of a Metropolitan, will, e're 
long, apply the proper Remedy, which is a 
Convocation ? It ſeems neceſfary (I ſpeak it 
with all due Deference) not only for the ſake 


of the Faith and Doctrine of our Engliſh 


* Extrait des Articles reſolu en Synod de 1" Egliſes Walloner 
&c. Lettre 8. p. 559, 565. Tableau du Srcinianiſmes 
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(64) 
church, but even to preſerve the Belief of 
any Revelation; ſurely a ſpeedy Declara- 
tion muſt be made, that there is a Religion 
enjoyn d by Heaven; otherwiſe we have 
reaſon to expect, that the next Age will be- 


| Tieve none. 


But what if this boaſted Se of Free- 
thinkers ſhould be permitted by Heaven to 
Jay leyel with the Ground this Holy City 
of ours; may we not ask what they would 
build up in the Room of it? I much fear 
tis the Superſtition and Trumpery of the 
Church of Rome that they would introduce 
amongſt us, hoping by that Means to de- 

cry the Chriſtian Religion in general. Tho 


theſe Gentlemen do not care to ſpeak out, 


(ſuch as the Author of Chriſtianity as old 
as the Creation) yet I am inclin'd for my 


own Part to think thus upon the Matter; 
not only becauſe that notable Socinian * al- 


ready mention'd, turn'd Roman Catholick, 
but alſo that another (yet in Diſguiſe) a few 
Weeks ago, attack d, in a virulent Manner 
(by many falſe « uorations ) an. eminent 
Divine of our own Church, and at the ſame 
Timediſclaim'd, or ſneer'd rather, at all Pre- 
tences to the Sufficiency of Human Reaſon 


in Matters 7 Religion: Which 1 
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3 
was the diſcovering Secret too openly; 
however the Cauſe and Effect are both 
p * | 

Tis not the Deſign of this Poſt/eript to 
give a Detail of the falſe Doctrines con- 
tain'd in Dr. Clark's Scripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity, but rather to ſhew the great 
Tnſmcerity of the Man in defending them. 
It was an o Hereſy reviv'd, and, in truth, 
requires nothing but the od Anſwer to be 
given to it again. When the Doctor was 
call'd upon by the two Houſes of Con voca- 
tion, he ſhewed the like Iuſincerity in his 
Recantation, as he had done before in the 
Way of broaching his Hereſy; otherwiſe 


the Lower Houſe would not have rejected 


it, as they did, and as is yet to be ſeen in their 
Journale. The Refor's Subterfuge was 
not long to be conceal'd from ſuch a Body 
of Men, and the World was ſoon convinc'd 
by their Proceedings, that the Doctor was 
too ſtrongly attach'd to his Hererodox Opi- 
nions, to make any full and explicit, any 
hearty and ſincere Recantgtion of them. 
I know very well, through the Iniquity 
of the Times, there have been many Diffi- 
.culties ſince ſtarted, as to our determining 
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what ſhall zo be deem'd Hereſy in this 
Nation: But ſurely thoſe two Ftatutes, 
x Eli. c. 1. and 29 Car. 2. c. 5. eſpecial- 
ly if we pay due Regard to the Judgment 
of Sir Edward Coke on the former, ſhould 
be ſufficient for aſcertaining this Matter, vis. 
what is Hereſy. ſince the Time of the Re- 
formation. That great Lawyer tells us, in 
expreſs Words, That this Statute of 1 Elix. 


1 


-was made to limit what Opinions ſhould be- 


Jjudg d Hereſy, in Oppoſition to the Popiſh 
.Notions that had before prevail'd about He- 
reſy : And in the Starute itſelf tis declar'd, 
“That nothing ſhall be adjudg'd to be He- 
„% reſy, but what has heretofore been ad- 
judg'd or determin'd to be ſo, by the 
Canonical Scriptures, or by the firft fear 
« General Councils, or any of them; or 
% by any other General Council, wherein 
ce the ſame was declar'd Here by the ex- 
4 preſs and plain Words of the ſaid Cano- 
4 nical Seriptures, or ſuch as hereafter ſhall 
« be order'd, judg'd, or determin'd to be 
cc Hereſy by the High Court of Parliament 
of this Realm, with the Aſſent of the 
% Clergy in Convocation. © Sir Edward 
Cole farther obſerves upon this tatute, that 
although the Proviſo (there mention'd) ex- 
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rends only to the High Commiſſioners, 
(which Part is now repeal'd) yer ſeeing in 
the High Commiſſion there be ſd many Bi- 
ſhops, and other Divines, and learned Men, 
it may ſerve for a good Direction to others, 
eſpecially to the Dioceſan, being a ſole Judge 
in ſo weighty a Cauſe. What if the Pu- 
niſhment of Hereſy be alter'd? Will any 
one 1ay that Sir Edward Coke's Argument 
about it, is not certainly good, or that it 
can never alter? The Reaſon (lays he} 
wherefore Hereſy is ſo extremely and fear- 
fully puniſh'd is, for that gravius eſt Æter- 
nam quam Temporalem lædere Majeſtatem. 
—Hzreſis eſt Lepra Animz——As he that 
2s a Leper of his Body, is to be removed 
Fron the Society of Men, leſt he ſhould in- 

fect them, by the King's Writ, De Lepro- 
ſo amovendo: “o he that has Lepram Ani- 
me ( ſays be) that is, to be convicted of 
Hereſy, ſhall be cut off, leſt he ſhould poy- 
ſon others, by the King's Writ, De Hzre- © 
tico comburendo. The Statute of 29 Car. 
2. C. 9. which takes away that Hrit, has 
provided, notwithſtanding, in theſe expreſs 
Words, Nothing in this Act ſhall extend, 
or be conſtrued to take away, or abridge the 
* Juriſdiction of Proteſtant Archbiſhops or 
4 Biſhops, or any other Judges of any Ec- 
* clefiaſtical Courts, in Caſes of Atheiſm, 
& Blaſphemy, Hereſy or Schiſm, and othet 
K 2 % damnable 


_ 


— . 2 wy - 4 3 7 2 * 
1 — * 
E „ aa FE 8 

d * * ja . 


»*.& 
"Sx 

73 

„ het | 

1 

1 ; 
. == 


N 1 
2 * a . 3 4 
* H 5 WM gk "04 
_ * 2 . *>. Fa —* 
= r E 


6 1 3 * Fry * # ans 
MGSO hrs os vgs 3 
— , | p g ** 2 Ex 57 
— - = * - * = 
5 7 L 7 5 * * 
* N * * — nt yy _ B 


a 
- 


m_—_ 


( 68 ) 


* damnable Doctrines and Opinions, but 


they may proceed to puniſh the ſame ac- 


« cording to his Majeſty's Eccleſiaſtical | 


Laus, by Excommunication, Depri vation, 


1 Degradation, and other Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
« ſures, not extending to Death, in ſuch 


A 


« ſort, and no other, as they might have 


« done before the making of this Act.“ It 
ſeems to me very plain from theſe two Sta- 
tutes, both what Hereſy is, and what is the 
Puniſhment now to be inflicted; and thoſe 
that think otherwiſe, do unawares, in my 
Opinion, reflect on the Piety and Wiſdom 
of our Legiſlature, as if they had been de- 
ficient, or not as careful in providing againſt 
the Lepra Anime, as they had been ſollici- 
tous in repealing the Act de Heretico com- 
burendo. 

I am very ſenſible that ſuch an Account 


of Hereſy from our Statute Law is far from 


being agreeable' with the Sentiments of our 
Free-thinkers; and that their Rabby Hobbes's 
Definition of Hereſy pleaſes them much bet- 
ter; and yet they don't act conſiſtently 
with ſuch Definition neither: Hereſy 
* (lays Mr. Hobbes) is nothing elſe, but a 
pri vate Opinion obſtinately maintained, 
** contrary to the Opinion whieh the pub- 
* lick Perſon, that is to ſay, the Repreſen- 
* tant of the Commonwealth, has com- 
« manded to be taught: By which it is | 

8 „manifeſt 
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« manifeſt (ſays he) that an Opinion pub- 
« lickly appointed to be taught, cannot be 
« Hereſy ; nor the Sovereign Princes, that 
« authorize them, Hereticks For Here- 
« rich are none but private Men, that 
« fubbornly defend ſome Doctrine prohi- 
« bited by their lawful Soyereigns. This 
is Mr. |Hobbes's Definition of, and this his 
Comment upon Hereſy . Now mark the 
preſent Behaviour of our T----#----/s, our 
t. — , and -u in Regard 
to what their great Maſter Hobbes preſeribes 
in the Matter of Hereſy ? They have all 
their ſeveral Opinions ; they are all private 
Men; they all profeſs Allegiancè to their 
Sovereign; and yet ſtubbornly defend their 
private Opinions that are prohibited by 
their Sovereign : So that they ſtand charg'd 
with Hereſy, whether the Statute Law, 
or the Doctrine of Mr. Hobbes himſelf, be 
admitted as a Rule in this Matter. 

But, as I have hinted already, tis nei - 
ther the Nature of Hereſy in general, nor 
of that in particular, which Dr. Clark was 
_ cenſur'd for, that is now propoſed to be en- 
quir'd into: The main Deſign of this Poſt- 
ſcript, after what has been remarked on the 
gradual Advances made in the Free-think- 


dee his Leviathan, p. 317, 318. 


ing 
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ing Way, is to ſhew the notorious In- 
ſincerity _ Dr. Clark, in wilfully corrupt- 
ing the Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, 
making them the Patrons of that Hereſy 
which he had reviv'd, and ſome of them to 
juſtify what they themielyes are profeſſedly 
writing againſt. 

This muſt be allowed to be a moſt gric- 
vous Innovation in Matters of the greateſt 
Importance ; and will be fatal in-its Ef- 
fects, if not guarded againſt : For ſhall 
there be ſuch an avow'd Difference in fun- 
damental Doctrines, as the late Rector of 
St. James s has made it in his Book already 
nam d, and muſt it not occaſion a Breach of 
Church Communion Shall the World be 
told in that Book, that hig Doctrine is the 
Doctrine of the Church of England, the 
{ame that thoſe Primitive Writers taught, 
who are quoted by him; and ſhall not 
Candidates for Holy Orders be in the ut- 
moſt Danger of being unwarily ſeduced to 
make falſe Subſcriptions, and inſtead of 
adhering to the ancient Catholick Doctrine, 
to defend thoſe very Innovations which 
the Doctor has introduc'd ? Is not the Li- 
turgy hereby abus'd in the groſſeſt Man- 
ner, and Chriſtians in general neceſſarily 
dl ifrafted, how they are to perform their 
Devotions ; with what Reſtrictions they are 
to W orſhip "and Honour the . bleſſed Triui- 


ty, and in — Senſe they are to ſay Amen 
| to . 


r 
to the ſeveral Interceſſions, Thank Fi vin g, 
and Doxologres ? If fo, the greateſt Offence 
imaginable muſt oboe? be given to 
thoſe pious Souls, that frequent the daily Ser- 
vice of our Church ; and indeed Dr, Clark's 
Inſit incerity has ſhewn it too plainly to have 
been his Deſign, to betray our Church and 
its Doctrines into the Hands of ſuch, who 
have been long waiting to exterminate Chrif: 
tianity itſelf. 
Had the Docror a ppeal'd only to the Ho- 
ty Scriptures in Defence of thoſe Notions 
which he advanced, no great Danger would 
have been apprehended, and the Falſity of 
them would ſoon have .appear'd : for the 
Texts of Scriptures relating to the Trinity, 
he very well knew, had been carefully com- 
pared, fully explain'd, and ſubſtantially 
vindicated from the Exceptions of eyery He- 
retick long before his Time. Another Me- 
thod therefore was to be taken, in telling 
the Engliſh Reader, that we had miſtaten 
the Senſe of ſuch Texts, by varying from 
the Teſttmonies of the moſt eminent Mi- 
ters of the Chriſtian Church; and ſuch 
Teſtimonzes he lays before his Reader. 
There is one remarkable Text, as to the 
Senſe of which the Doctor has knowingly 
and wilfully endeavour'd to ſeduce his Rea- 
der, by his falſe Quotations from two very 
eminent 2 of the Chriſtian Church: 


The 


„ 
The Text is, I and my Father are one; 
the two Primitive Writers quoted by him, to 
ſerve his Purpoſe, are St. Chryſoſtome and St. 


Baſil, who both lived in the fourth Cen- 


tury. Nothing can more evidence the In- 
ſincerity of any Author, than theſe Quo- 


tations ; For he here quotes Paſſages by 
Halves, (as we ſay) the better to miſlead his 


Reader into a favourable Opinion of his own 
Notions ; leaving out ſometimes, or paſling 
over. in Silence that Part of a Sentence, 
which, when produc'd, quite overt4rns the 
Doctrine he is for ad vancing. 

The Text itſelf, J and my Father are 
one, tis well known, has been produc'd by 
Writers Ancient and Modern for the Uni- 
ty of Eſſence of Father and don; and St. 
Chryſoſtome is very plain in underſtanding 
it ſo too. But this being a Do&7r2ne which 


the late Rector did not then approve of 


(tho' he formerly ſubſerib'd to the Truth 
of it) and therefore was to be guarded againſt 


throughout his whole Book, endeavours to 


make that Father of the Church ſupport his 
projected Scheme, by his omitting and wil- 
fully ſtifling, as far as he was able, that 
Part of the Sentence, which St. Chryſoſtome 
makes a neceſſary Inference from the Pre- 
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miſes ; ſo that take the whole Sentence toge 


ther, as it there lies, and no Body can queſtion 
but chat it explains the Text for Unity of 
Eſance, as well as Power, in the Fat her 
and the Sn. Tis a Paſſage that ought to 
be ſet in its full Light; and St. Chry/oſtome 
{peaks þ in che following Manners 
Moreover, that you might not think, 
© he (that is, Chriſt) is unable of himſelf; 
< and that tis through the Power of the 
v Father, that the Sheep are in Safety, he 
« added, T and the Father are one: As if 
„he had daid, when I declar'd, that no 
Man plucketh them (the Sheep) away, 
% my Meaning was nat, as if I myſelf was 
& 4paple to keep the Sheep: For 7 and the 
* Father are que; meaning, as to Power: 
“For his whole Diſcourſe was concerning 
« that : AND IF THE POWER 
„BE THE SAME, 'TIS EVI- 
« DENT, THE ESSENCE MUST 
« BE $0 TOO. This Concluſion of 
St. Chryſoftome, was what Dr. Glark did 
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not approve of, and therefore would not ac- 


quaint his Reader with it. 5 
But Dr. Clar might, if he had pleaſed, 


directed his Reader a few Lines farther, where 


St. Chry/oſtome is likewiſe very plain in his 
Notion of Unity of Eſſence : For at the 365 
Verſe his Remark runs thus If ſuch, 
. fayr he, who having the Title of Gods 
through Favour, are not at all queſtioned 
' 4 for ſo calling themſel ves; how is it juſt 
© to rebuke him (the Son) who has it (ſuch 
„ Title) by Nature? And at the 387h 
Perſe, where our Saviour ſays, But iF 1 do 
the Mor be, Rc. St. Chryſoſtome thus para- 
phrafes: © Do you obſerve, what Way he 
(the Sen) takes in proving, what I ſaid, 
“ that he (the Son) is nothing isferior to 
« him (the Father) but is every Way equal 
to him: For ſince it was impoſſible to 
&« ſee his Eſſence, he therefore (the Son) ar- 
« gues for ſuch an Indentity, from the E- 
quality and Sameneſs of Power in doing 
„the Works which the Father did .“. 


—— 
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+ Tlafſayos apud Heſych. Sd Tem, which accord- 
ingly I bete render every way Equal. As for *Amapgraatic 
here tranſlated Indentity, tis to be obſerv'd that &Weggx- 
Adxj o is render'd by the ſame Heſychius, as well as Pha vo- 
rinus xa] und Emin But dnaggrnatia (here 
uſed by St. Ch yſoſtome] is rather a Word appropriated yy 

3 5 Ecele i- 


The 


nn 1 ng * 


e 

The other Father of the Church, St. Ba- 
fil, fares no better than the former, in the 
Manner the Doctor has quoted him for ſer- 
ving his Purpoſe. : For the Reader is ſtill 
made to believe, that neither St. Baſil un- 
derſtands Unity of Eſſence to be concluded 
from this Text, John x. 30. I and the Fa- 
ther are one. Now St. Baſil, where the 
Doctor takes this Paſſage, is, conſidering 
the Strength of an Objection, which the, 
Eunomians make againſt the Son's being 
equal with the Father, from thoſe Words 
of our Saviour, John xiv. 28. My Father 
is greater than I. St. Baſil does this 
by way of Induf:ios, obſerving firſt, in 
what reſpe&s one Thing may be ſaid to ex- 
ceed or be greater than another, vig. either 
in reſpe& of the Cauſe, Power, Dignity, 
or Magnitude : He then proceeds to ſhew, 
that the Father cannot be greater than the 
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Eccleſiaflical Writers, and is often uſed by this Fathe to 
denote the (poor or the Sameneſs of Eſſence of the Father 
and the Som, Tis in this Manner he explains himſelf on 
Gen, i. 26. (To. 5. Hom. 3. p. 9. Ed. Sav.) For, when he 
fays, that Man was made after the Image or Likeneſs of 
| God, he adds, that ſach Likeneſs is not zojas dwaggaactia, 
or ſuch as is inſeparable from the Eſence, but ſome Agree- 
ment or Likeneſs in regard to Dominion; «AA' egy ns d ⁰- 
Tis. And in his 3d How. on the * * of St. John, p. 569. 
T3, + uͤtd "Ex Mat meg; Tor rde, I me3s aur Araęgh- 
aatiay Ne, that is, this Saying. That the Son is one with 
the Father, 1s a plain Argument for Unity Eſſence. 
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(76) 
Fon in the three Taft Refpects, and therefore 
muſt be underſtood to E in the fr ft. 
To ſhew, that the Farber is not greater 
than the Son, in regard to Power, St. Ba- 
fl alledges this Text, I and the Father are 
one; inferring very juſtly from thofe Words 


an Es 


ality of Power in the Father and 
the Son; which is the Paſſage Dr. Clare 
produces. But what then? St. Baſil is there 
only purſuing his Argument, in order to 
clear up the Text, John xiv. 28. from which 
the Eunomitns form' d their Objection. Was 
it nereſſary, or indeed proper for St. Baſil 
at that Time to ſay any thing more than hie 
did, concerning the Text or Medium he 
made uſe of, I and the Father are one? 
But had the Door dealt fairly with the 
Engliſh Reader, he would have told him 
wha follows; which ſhews St. Baſil day 
another Uſe to make of that Text: 
after ſuch Induction, he goes on; © It re. re- 
« mains then, ſays be, that the Father's 
being greater than the Son, is to be un- 
0 derttod in reſpect of the Cauſe; the Son 
« deriving his Eſſence or Being from the 
te Farher.— But yet (ſays St. Bal) accord - 
“ ing to your own Way of Reaſoning, EV 
* fence is not ſaid to be greater or leſs 
« than Eſſence; ſo that according to your 
« own Way of arguing (and what indeed is 
Kreally true) this Text now before us, (He 
Father 
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„gather being greater than the Jon) does 
« not by any Means denore Superiority or 
C Emineney in reſpe@ to the Effence of the 


« Father and the m.. 
Moreover, St. Baſ#, in the very next Page 
to thut, where Dr. Clark quotes this Paſ- 
fage, defignedly makes ufe of the very fame 
Words again, I and Uhr Father ave one: 1 
re- aſſuming that Tex as proper to confute 
another Objection - which is there ſtarted by 
Dr. Clark's good Orthodox Chiiftian Exno- 
nriur. The Ohjection is, © Since God is 
6 los, Or a Being, with whom no o- 
1 ought to be compar'd, that 
therefore the Son is not to 2 called equa? 
« with the Father”. And what is St. Ba. 
ls Anſwer to this? Tis faeh a one, as 
Dr. Clark might and ought to have told | 
an Engliſh Reader, did ſufficiently ſhew | 
what, in the Jad ment of St. Baſil, was 
the ful Import and Meaning of this Text, 
Jolm x. 30. I and the Father are one. 
„ This is the Text (ſays St. Ba/i7) that we 
« will again remind you of: Tell me then, 
„ is not this Text the Language of him W | 
« who compares himſelf (with the Father)? [| 
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« Why do I fay compare? rather uniting 
« him{elf and by ſuch an Expreſſion de- 


« ſeribing or ſetting forth the Unity of E 
* ſence, or the ſame immutable Nature of 


4 both (the Father and the Son.) *,.- - 
But St. Baſil does not only: here accaſe- 


onally explain this Text, John x. 3. but 


in another Part of his Works he profeſſed- 
ly treats of theſe Words, and the Father 
are one; and juſt in the ſame Manner (that 
is by way of Induction) as he did above in 
relation to the other Text, The Father 15 
greater than I. His Ar gument ſtands thus: 
< Incorporcal Beings, — he, are ſaid to 
« be one, in regard either to their Power, 
« their W iu, or their Efence. Our Savi- 
© our therefore, when he ſaid, I and my 


4 Father are ONE, 0 it in one of 


« thoſe Senſes. If then they (the Eunomi- 
66 ans) underſtand thoſe Words as to Power, 
« it neceſſarily follows, that they underſtand. 
« the Father and the Son to be 0 NE alſo 
« as to Eſſence: For where the Nature or 
« Eſſence differs, there the Power cannot 
« be the one or alike. But if pita under- 
h e 


5 


2 


„ 


—yB 


10 
4 0 4 
od ns”, 1 
— 2 k 3.47 * 
3 0 


. 'EwW, enn, V i Teri "Ev ĩc eis, dN yay Ty d em- 
hored ofs. dre 6178 N, UN 2 10 dub 457 7d þ pn: 


W N eier r.; er). wiv iy, Ws amen, Y 70 7 
A Arae dd ren — treibe. Lil. vid. 


ſupra. 
_ « « ſtand 


(99) 
« ſtand ſuch Unity in relation to the J// th 
then the Jon does not only neceſſarily 
« ill as the Father doth, but the Father 
« as neceſſarily Willeth what the Son Wills 
e likewiſe} and therefore if the Sox be com- 
& handed by the Father, he alſo (the Son) 


8 will do lk ſame: But if he (the Son) on- 


© ly be commanded, then is his Miniftry 
C forc'd, and not voluntary elf therefore 
* they (the Ennomians) underſtand his be- 
ing One, neither in relation to Power or 
« Will, it remains, "according to ſuch way 
* of Reaſoning, *that it be underſtood in 
« relation to: Eeuce; which is the ſame as 
* ſaying, that the ' Father and tht Ss are 
© of one and the ſame Subſtance .. 


How honeſtly and Chriſtianly had Dr. 


Clark acted, had he laid before his Reader 
the Senſe of St. Baſil in this Matter; which 
he cautiouſly avoided ? Had he queſtioned 
whether this fourth Book of St. Baſil had 
been genuine or no, it had been ſome fort of 
Defence; and no doubt, he would have 
paſſed a Cenſure that way, as ſome others 
have done, if he thought the Objection 
would have done him Service: But he knew 


bettet, and therefore let the Whole alone. 
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Tis cafy to obſerve, / St. Baſil's Stile and 


(80 


Manner of arguing in this Fourth Book, does 


ſo much rolemble that Paſſage I quoted 


out of his firff Book, that there is ſcarce 
Room for making any ſuch ObjeQzon ; and 
therefore, as Du Pin ſays, Tho' the = 
« laſt Books are more dry — ſcholaſtical, y 
« we ought not to wonder at that: For in in 
the fir ft, ſays he, St. BH overthrows 
« the principal Arg guments of Eunomius; 
« and in theſe #490 Taft he inſiſts upon the 
« Refutation of the 8ubtilties and ſophiſtical 
“Arguments of this Heretich, upon many 
« Paſſages of Holy Scripture, 2s he had pr o- 
6. miſed to do in the ſecond Book; and 
« theſe Books (fourth and fifth) were 
« quoted as genuine by the Greeks and 
Latins in the Council of Flonence.” Sui- 
das calls theſe Books in general, writ againſt 
Enomiuns (by way of 'Excellency) Feaupt]us 
Adyus choice, eminent Diſcourſes: And 


had they an honeſt Engliſh Dreſs. ven 


them, every ordinary Bakker would ſee the 
Meanneſs of Dr. Clark's Performance; and 
ſoon infer, that the Stir and Buſtle he and 
others have been making among us for theſe 
thirty Years, has been chiefly reviving o 
Hereſies, which have been fully and ſub- 
ſtantially confuted ſo many hundred Years 
ago: I appeal to the Reader, whether this 
docs not appear to be the Caſe, i in reference 
to 


($) 


to thoſe 70 remarkable Texts which I have - 


particularly taken Notice of, Foh# x, 30. 
& xiv. 28. and have given the true and Ca- 
tholick Interpretation of them from thoſe 
two eminent Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, 
St. Baſil and St. Chry/oſtome ; in Oppoſition 
to that in ſincere Method practis d by Dr. 
Clark in his Quotations from them and 
other Fathers, to ſerve his Purpoſe. © Sure- 
ly, as a late Writer obſerves very well, 
Mziſrepreſentation is always bad; but iu 
Matters of Cont#ioverſy and Religion, it 
7s moſt deteflable; nothing being either 
more ungenerous, or more unpardonable, 
rhan to deceive others by Deſign *. 


That Writer deſerves to be more taken 


Notice of, not only for Solidity of Ar- 
gument, but on Account of a Conferende 
had with Dr. Clark in his own Houſe; 
April 30, 1728; for the Do&#or being then 
ask d, Whether a true God can be de. 
firoy'd or not? He anſwer'd, I know not, 
<.'To fay, that God cannot deſtroy all Crea- 
s tures (as that Vriter obſeryes) is Non- 
« ſenſe: But to ſay, that he can deſtroy ei- 
« ther the Son (whom St. John calls the 
Mord) or the Holy Spirit, is Blaſphe- 


AY 


dee an Anſwer to Dr. clark and Mr. Whifton, in Pref. 
Cc. by H. E. printed 1729. | 
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« my; from which, I do not well ſee, how 
« Dr. Clark can be excus d. It ſeems the 
Doctor does not know, whether Blaſphe- 
« ny be a Sin or. not. But in my Opinion, 
it would have been highly adyantageous 
« for him to have learn'd this ; tho' both 
« the Publick had loſt his Scripture Doc- 
« trine of the Trinity, with his Rule of 


« Faith, and he the moſt valued Part of 
« his Knowledge *. | 

Aſter ſuch a Specimen as I have now gi- 
ven of the moſt notorious Inſincerity which 
Dr. Clark appears guilty of in his Quota- 
tions from the Fathers, in Matters of the 
greateſt Importance; is it not amazzng, to 
find him telling the World, as he does in 
the Preface to his Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity, that he produces the Teſtimonies 
of the Fathers as Illuſtrations of Scripture 
Texts, and to ſhow how eaſy and natural 
that Notion- muſt be allow'd to be, which 
fo many Mriters could not forbear expreſ- 
ſing ſo clearly and diſtinftly, even frequent- 
H, when at the ſame Time they were about 
to affirm, and endeavouring to prove ſome- 
thing not very conſiſtent with it? Surely 
ſuch unfaithful Managers of Controverſy 
ought ever to be reckon'd the moſt dange- 
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ets 


rons, 
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rous, becauſe they are hardeſt to fence 
againſt ; the proper Weapons for ayoiding 
Danger being deſignedly removed out of 
the Reader's Sight. When this is the Caſe, 
even the moſt experienc'd muſt be at ſome 
Trouble in detecting the Deceiver; but 
when that is done, tis highly reaſonable, 
that every Reader's Suſpicion ſhould encreaſe, 
and that ſuch Treatment ſhould make him 
more upon his Guard for the futute. 

I have obſery'd above, that Dr. Clark 
made a ſort of Recantation ; Arius did the 
ſame Thing, A. D. 330. he made a Re- 
cantat ion, ſuch as it was. Mr. Whiſton 
has been very free in cenſuring Dr. Clark, 
ſince his Death, as not making an open and 
full Profeſſion of Ariani/m with himſelf; 
and yet in the Opinion of a late Writer, I 
Juſt now quoted *, Mr. V hiſton has neither 
been ſincere in the Way of profeſſing, nor 
faithful in quoting ancient Mriters himſelf. 
„It is no new Thing, hay ber lee Ari- 
* ans and Hypocrites join'd : Since the 
% Year 1700, Ariani ſin has re-appear'd in 
England; firſt openly, and then under a 
* Diſgurſe. In 1708, and for ſome Years 
« after, Mr. Jh:iſton, who had taught the 
* Mathematicks in Cambridge, was a pro- 


——_—_—— 


— 


* See an Anſwer to Dr. Clark and Mr. Whifon by H. E. 
1729. p. 13. | 
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« feſs'd Arian. Arians were then the 
_E Reſervers of the moſt Primitive Doc- 
« trines; Arians and © Eunomians were 
„ then + thoſe eminent Vindicators of the 
* moſt Primitive Faith. The Arian Doc- 
« trine, then, was in thoſe Points (the 
. rinity and Incarnation) moſt certainly 
« the original Doctrine $ of Chriſt him- 
« ſelf, of 125 Apoſtler, aud of the moſt Pri- 
ꝝmitive Chriſtians. This was then Mr. 
&« Whiſton's, own ff, not uncertain Opi- 
nion, but certain Faith”, 

« But Mr. Whifton's CERTAIN 
« FAIT H was, in his Opinion, ſoon 
. demoliſk'd : For in the Year 1713, in 
« his noble Eſſay, entitl'd, The Council of 
« Nice vindicated from the Athanaſian He- 
« reſy, he was a profeſt d Enſebran. Then 
5 the Arian Dottrmes ** were the novel 
« Dofrines and Language, which Arius 
4 himſelf, and his r peculiar Followers, in- 
« troduc'd. Then the Arian Raſhneſs 4. 
. which----ſatd, that the Son was made 
« out of Nothing, was on both Sides con- 
« demn'd, both by Euſebians and Athana- 


jo fians. 
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0 See his Primitive Chriſtianity, Tom. 4. in Appents 
P. bor 1292; 
+ Ibid. Append. 53. 
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« As to the 4 ſebians, they were, ac- 
* cording to Mr. Whiſton * the moſt uncor- 
« rupt Body of the Church, And by the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, ſays he, I mean the 
« real Dottrimes of the Eufſebians *. 

« Had Mr. Whiſton been acquainted 
with Church Hiſtory, his profeſſing him- 
0 ſelf to be an Euſebian, would have been 
« the ſame as profeſſing himſelf to be an 
« Arian Hypocrite ; (the very Fault he 
« finds with Dr. Clark) but tho his Igno- 
& rance acquits him from this abſurd Impu- 
« tation, it caſts him into another as great: 
« For whilft he profeſs d himſelf an Enſe- 
« bzan, he was (without knowing it) a pro- 
« fed Arian. 

« When he writ his Letter to the Earl of 
“ Nottingham, 1721, he was an Enſebian. 
& He cenſur'd the unjuſtifiable Raſhneſ5 
« and Folly of Atius J.: And on the other 
Hand informs us **, that the En/ebians 
ce agreed with him, in rejecting all Human 
&« Additions and novel © erms of Art, whe- 
« ther on the Arian or Athanaſian Side, 
« and fo preſerv'd the Chriſtian Worſhip 
« in its ancient Purity. But at the very 
« ſame Time Mr. I hiſlon grants, and even 
“ pretends to prove Ht that 1 word of God, 
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% our bleſſed Lord, even in his higheſt Ca- 
« pacity, was truly created by the Father; 
„ which was the chief and moſt fundamen- 
te tal Error of Arius; and an Error, which 
« none of the Euſebiaus durſt maintain, till 
« they began to lay aſide their Mask, which 
« was not till many Years after the Coun- 
ce cil of Nice. Mr. Mhiſton therefore had 
“ ſpoken with much more Accuracy, if in- 
& ſtead of aſſuming to himſelf the Name of 

& Emnuſebian, he had beſtowed this Title on 
_ <& his Friend Dr. Clark. : 
In the Cloſe of this Epiſtle, where 
Mr. W hiſton gives a large Account of A. 
te thanaſian Confeſſions, he mentions by 
Way of Poſtſcript * Nazianzen's Confeſ> 
« ſion: But this, as he repreſents it, is a 
% manifeſt Miſ-tranſiation of St. Gregory 
& Nagiangen's Words; for the Words only 
* imply, that St. Athanaſius, in a Synod at 
t Alexandria, A. D. 363, and in his Letter 
e to the Emperor Jovian, was inſpir d to 
& aſſert, what he had always believ'd, that 
« the Holy Spirit is con ſubſtautial with the 
« Father and the Son: So that Mr. Whiſ- 
ce ton's Confuſion might perhaps have been 
« a more ſuitable Title, than Naz:anzen's 


« Confeſſion. 


c e 


* Ibid p. 92. 
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« Dr, Clark (as we have too much Rea- 
« ſon to believe) is (was) a hearty Well- 
c wiſher to the Doctrine, for which Mr. 
« JW hiſton was turn'd out of Cambridge: 
« But he acted more out of Sight; perhaps 
& becauſe he had more to loſe. However 
« it is (it was) his whole Jy/tem centers in 
e this, which he is not (has not been) wil- 
« ling openly to aſſert, that both the Sox 
« and the Holy Spirit is a Creature. And 
« what is this but downright Arzani/m? 


„This is the modiſh Religion of the Age: 


« And if the Goyernment does not inter- 
« poſe, it is not to be doubted, but Ari- 
« aniſm, in a ſhort Time, will deyour all: 
« other Parts of the Reformation in Eng- 
« land. | 

I have not charg'd Dr. Clark, nor yet 
Mr. Whiſton, with any wilful premeditated 
. Deſign of ſerving the Cauſe of the Church 
of Rome; but if Men of ſuch Principles 
ſhall be deem'd Members of the Church of 


England, I am very ſure the Romaniſts have 


a great Advantage given them in arguing 
with us. Shall hey be told, that all the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Belief are manife/t- 
Ly deliver'd in the Books of Scripture, as we 
now have em, or that they are to us now, 
not only the Rule, but the Whole and the 
only Rule of Truth in Matters of Religion, 


as 


a) 
as Dr. Clark expreſſes it *; and will zhey 
not reply, How comes that fundamental 

Article then to be queſtion' d amongſt you, 
Whether the Son and the Holy Spirit are 
Creatures or not? If it is not clear in the 


SGcripture, /ay they, as we now have it, that 


the Son is not a Creature (and thus in your 
many Metaphyſical Diſcourſes publiſh'd and 
tolerated, this great Article is litigated) it 
follows, that the Rule of Faith, which Dr. 
Clark, and others amongſt you, talk of, muſt 
be falſe, vig. that all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith are plain in the Scripture, 
as we now have it. T1 pol 
Indeed the Writer againſt Dr. Clark and 
Mr. Whiſton (already taken Notice of) 
preſſes this Point ſo much, that ſome me he 
inclin'd to think, he is really a Romani ſt him- 
ſelf, and that he is endeayouring,thro' the ſides 
of ſuch pretended Members, to wound the 
Church of Euglaud itſelf. However that be, 
the Argument is juſt; and no honeſt Mem- 
ber of our Church can be otherways affected 
by it, than with a deep Concern to ſee ſuch 
Numbers of pretended Members encreafing 
amongſt us. The Primitive Chriſtians 
„ knew, ſays this Writer, whether the Ta- 
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&« ther alone is the Object of Divine Mor- 
« ſhip properly ſpeaking, or not. They 
« knew whether the Son and the Holy Spi- 
© vit are, or are not Creatures; that is, Be- 
« 1ngs which God made, and can unmake 
& at Pleaſure: For if they knew not this; 
the Apoſtles themſelves were extremely 
« deficient, in neither teaching them the 
Object of Divine Worſhip, nor the Serif 
« of their Creed, nor the Meaning of their 
** Baptiſm ; which Chriſt commanded 'em 
« to give to all Nations, in the Name of 
© the Father, of the Son, and of the Ho: 
« ly Spirit; nor one of the moſt eſſential 
« Parts of the New Teſtament”, And if 
theſe Points (as Dr. Clark ſuppoſes) cannot 
be certainly 4xvw#n from the Scripture; as 
we now haye it, but only the CharaQters 
and Offices of the Divine Perſons; tis a 
Demonſtration, that the Scripture, as we 


* 


A 


now have it, is not the whole Rule of Chriſ- 


tian Faith. 
Thus Dr. Clark; by a Cloud of Meta- 


phyſicks, obſcures the Scripture i in that which 


was a plain Article of the Primitive Faith, 
and yet deelares at the ſame Time, that all 
the Articles of the Primitive Faith are plain 
in the Seripture, as we now have it. The 
Scripture evidently informs us, that the Fa- 
ther 1s eee Yet the ene fays * 


— 
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What the proper metaphyſical Nature, 

Eſſence or Subſtance of any of theſe. (three) 
Divine Perſons is, the Scripture has no 
where at all declar d. But what then? Did 
the firſt Chriſtians know, whether Divine 
Honour is due to the Father alone, or to 
the Fathe® and Son only; or to the Father, 
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit? Was 
this an Article of the Chriſtian Faith from 
the Beginning? *Tis plain it was: And 
muſt it not be ſo ſtill, becauſe we are not 
let into the Knowledge, What is the meta- 
phyſical Eſſence, or Subſtance, and abſtract 
Attributes of theſe Divine Perſons? Muſt 
School Queſtions be decided in the Scrip- 
ture, or muſt we otherwiſe deny our Aſſent 
to ſuch Things there, which are &nown on- 
ly by Faith 2 Our Knowledge and Learn- 
ing will ever lead us into dangerous Errors, 
if we forget that Humility that is fo ne- 
ceſſary to make it uſeful; and the learned 
Writer, already cited, very juſtly calls Dr. 
Clark's 'metaphy ſical N otions, when apply d 
to the Bleſſed Trinity, meer Mummery and 
Gibberiſh. 

It would be a very becoming Modeſty 
in all our Free-thinkers, and yet nothing 
more than what is due from them, would 
they acknowledge that thereare many 'T hings 
known to God as infallible Truths; many 
— as Poſſible, and ſome Things as . 
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of which, if theſe Gentlemen's boaſted Phy= 
laſophy were to judge by natural Princi- 
ples alone, they would think them to be no 
better than real and manifeſt Contradictious: 
And why? Becauſe, ſay they, we either 
want proper, adequate, and clear Ideas of 
the Things themſelves; or we do not know 
the neceſſary Premiſes from which they 
follow; or we are forc'd to judge of un- 
known Things by others which are 4nowy. 
Vain Man would be wiſe, ſays Job, tho 
Man be born like a wild Aſi's Colt ©, The 
Heathen had as ftrong Pretenſions to Reaſon 
and Philo ſophy, as any Free-thinkers a- 
mongſt our ſel ves. But St. Paul thought it 
proper to give a Caution to the People at 
Coloſs in this reſpect: Beware left any Man 
ſpoil you (or make a Prey of you) through 
(Heathen) Philoſophy and vain Decett +. 


The Vanity and Weakneſs of all Human 


Learning and Philoſophy, ought ever to be 
expos'd, when ſet up in Oppoſition to Ne- 


velation; as is now practis''d by our Free- 


thinkers. Hethat fo well anſwers Dr. Clark 
and Mr. Whiſton, has done it to our Hands, 


in Hopes of ſerving the common Cauſe of 


Chriſtianity; and with the ſame View I 


* 


* Job xi. 12. BY 8 
I Tol. ii. 8. O ovaanunar d νονοο ,]? ͤ uns dun. 
"© Hall 
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ſhall cloſe the Poſfſeript, heartily wiſhing, 
that Reflections ſo eaſy and natural, juſt 
and ſtrong, may have a due Effect on the 
Minds of a deluded Set amongſt us, who 
lay ſo much Streſs upon Reaſon and Phitoſ0- 
phy, whilſt they reje& the reveal d Will of 
God as not conſonant thereto. Dr. Clark, 
ſays he, has (Had) an eftabliſh'd Reputation, 
both in natural Philoſophy, and in the Ma- 
thematicks: Yet I may be bold to ſay, that 
there are many Premiſes unknown to him, 
as learned as he 1s (was) both in Nature, in 
the Mathematicks, and in other Sciences; 
that he has (Had) many confus'd Ideas, 
even of the moſt obvious Things, as of 
Matter, of Motion, of Time, of Place, of 
Thought, and of all the different Compoſi- 
tions and Propagations of Animals, Plants, 
Flowers, and other Vegetables. Without 
clear Ideas we can be naturally and ſcien- 
tifically ſure of nothing. And there are 
but few Things in the Uniyerſe, of which 
our Ideas are clear: And how often are we 
miſtaken, in mixing and miſplacing our 
Teas themſelves? Is it not then the Height 
of Impudence to imagine, that every Philo- 
ſopher is an infallible Judge both of what 
is Impoſſible, and of what is Poſſibleè? We 
know in general, what Poſſibility and Im- 
pofſivitity means; that all Things are Po/- 
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ſible which do not imply a Contradiction; 


and that only thoſe are Impoſſible which 


do. But to ſay, that we can apply theſe 


Notions, by the Light of Nature, to all par- 


ticular Objects without Danger of Error, 


and that we cannot miſtake infallible Truths 


for manifeſt Contradictions, is to ſay, that 


we can naturally take the Meaſure of God's 


Omnipotency, and that tho he knows more 
Facts than we do, yet merely in regard to 
the Poſſibility and Impoſſibility of Things, 
our Knowledge is equal to his. But that 
Men, who ſcarce know any Thing, ſhould 
pretend thus, like Giants, to ſcale Heaven, 


and to place themſel ves with Lucifer in the 
Seat of God, is a moſt outrageous Blaſphemy. 
If a Junior Philoſopher or Mathematician, 


before he is led, by a long Train and Chain of 
Conſequences, to know the due Premiſes of 
a demonſtrative Concluſion, may, in the mean, 
Time, reaſonably believe ſuch a Maſter as 


Euclid, or Sir 1ſaac Newton was, why 


may. not a Chriſtian, in regard to reveal'd 


Truths, reaſonably believe God, i the 
Day 92 ariſe in our Hearts * i and the ne- 
ceſſary Premiſes be diſcover'd, from which 
all the infallible Truths of Chriſtianity are 
deriy'd; tho' ſome of theſe Truths, if hu- 
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man Philoſophy were to be judge ofthem 
by natural Principles only, would appear 
to be real and manifeſt Contradictions? As 
the Bleſſed Trinity; Original Sin; the In- 
carnation of the Son of God, and our Re- 
demption by his taking our Sins upon him- 
ſelf ; that endleſs Puniſhments of Sin are 
conſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs ; and 
that the permitting of Sin was conſiſtent with 
it; the Certainty of future Contingents; the 
Confederacy between the Free-will of Men, 
the Neceſſity of Divine Grace for all Acti- 
ons tending to Salvation, and the Fore-know- 
ledge of whatever we do freely, and of our 
eternal State. 
For we find by ſad Experience, that 
ſcarce any Thing is more uſual, than it is for 
Men, and even for Philoſophers, to err con- 
cerning the Poſſibility of Things, and to 
take infallible Truths for manifeſt Contra- 
_ diffions: But that we might not (as Dr. 
Clark has done) explain away Faith, un- 
der a Pretence of making it more Rational, 
the firſt Chriſtians were diligently forewarn- 
ed againſt all the Attempts of worldly Phi- 
loſophy : They were taught to eſteem all zzs 
Batteries and Bulwarks, as human Inventi- 
ons, romantick Forts and Caſtles in the Air; 
and were train d up in the humble Diſci- 
line of our Bleſſed Redeemer's Camp, for 
the pulling down of ſtrong Holde, for ca ſi- 
i ing 
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ing down Imaginations (or vain Reaſonings 
noyouss) and every higb Thing that exalts 
it ſelf againſt the Knowleage of God, and 
for bringing into Captivity every Thought 
to the Obedience of Chriſt *. 

One Thing more I muſt add, becauſe it 
is unanſwerable; I mean, that thoſe who 
pretend to know ſo very exactly the Extent 
of God's infinite Power, ſee and experience 
Things every Day, which, if they had not 
this Experience of them, they would have 
judg'd by the natural Principles of Reaſon 
and Philoſophy, to be evidently Impoſſible. 
Of this Kind is, Firſt, Matter or Quantity. 
Secondly, Local Motion. Thirdly, The 
Productions, both of innumerable Sorts of 
Animals, and of Vegetables, by Seeds both 
fo ſmall, and ſo very unlike to the Things 
which are produc'd by them. Which ſhews 
the prodigious Folly and Pride of Philoſo- 
phers, who undertake to ſet Bounds to the 
Omnipotence and Knowledge of God, with- 
out knowing à priori the Poſſibility and Ma- 
chiniſm of an Ant, a Fly, a Tulip, or a Grain 
of Sand; as St. Ba/i/ rightly anſwer'd the 
proud Arian Eunomius f. For this Pride 
and Folly it ſeems, was much too early to be 
thought the Invention of our wicked Age. 


—m———— _— —_— 
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Philoſophy, if we were not ſure, by Ex 
perience, of the Exiſtence of Bodies, might 
and would haye concluded from natural 

Principles of Reaſon, that Bodies and Mat- 
ter are a plain Contradiction: For how can 
a finite Extenuſion conſiſt of infinite Parts, 
elther really or virtually diſtin&t from one 
another? Yet Dr. Clark is (was) able to de- 

monſtrate, that every Particle of Extenſion, 
how ſmall ſoever, conſiſts of infinite Parts ; 
and that there are more Parts in the Point 
of a Needle, than there are Stars in the Hea- 
yens, Atoms in the Sun-beams, Sands on 
the Earth, and Drops in the Sea, But how 
can ſo many Exten ſions be n into the 
Point of a Needle? 

As to local Motion, how can any Part of 
it be made, be it ever ſo ſmall, without 
running over a Space of infinite Parts ? 
And, in a finite Duration, how can infinite 
Parts be run over? Is not paſſing over di- 
ſtinct Parts a virtual Numeration? And is it 
not impoſſible to number infinite Parts? 
So that Matter and Motion, ſetting aſide 
Experience, that is, if we judge them by 
natural Principles only, will appear to be 
no better than Coutradictions. 

The ſame may be ſaid of all the innumer- 
able Productions of all Animals, and all 
Vegetables: For none of theſe Productions 


can have its Effect without a Reaſon. And 
who 
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who has ever yet been able to diſcover any 
Reaſon, why from the Seeds of an Oak, 
we ſhould rather have Oaks than Elms, 
or | Caſtles, or Shi —_= or Whales, or what- 


ever elſe you pleaſe? And why the Leaves 
of an Oak might not be as mitte as its 
Seeds ? 


Now if Experience can convince us, that 


many Things are Poſſible, and happen dai- 
ly, which to Human Reaſon would other- 
wiſe appear to be manifeſt Contradictions; 

why may not Revelation be truſted in Caſes 
of the like Nature? Why may not God, I 
ſay, be truſted as well as his Creatures? Or 
can any thing be more deteſtable than the 
Folly and Pride of Philoſophers, who make 
that very Thing an Objection againſt Re- 
ligion, which they would laugh at other- 
wiſe, on a thouſand Occaſions? And who 
are fo quick: ſighted, or rather ſo impudent, 
as to preicribe to God, and to teach him 
what he can, or cannot, either know or do; 
tho' they are as blind as Moles in the moſt 
ordinary Effects of Nature, In theſe the 
Mercy of God has left us in the Dark, that 
we may never preſume to ſearch into the 
Manner of his Being, or into the Extent of 
his Power. Gzrd up now thy Loyns like 
a Man, for I will demand of thee (ſays the 
Almighty) and anſwer thou me. Where 
waſt thou, when I laid the Foundations 
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of the Earth? Declare if thou haſt Under- 
ſtanding. Who hath laid the Meaſures 


thereof, if thou knoweſt? Or who hath 


ſtretched the Line upon it? M hereupon are 
the Foundations thereof faſtned? Or who 
laid the Corner Stone thereof ?!—— Harken 
unto this, O Fob; ſtand ſtill and conſider 
the wondrous Works of God; touching the 
Almighty, we cannot find him out : He is 
excellent in Power, and in Fudgment, and 
in Plenty of Fuſtice: He will not affiitt : 
Men do therefore fear him; he reſpecteth 
not any that are wiſe of Heart *. 

There is a growing Diſhoneſty too viſible 
amongſt the preſent Managers for Hereſy and 
Infidelity. The New Teſtament lately pub- 


liſh'd in Greek and Engliſh is a melancholy 


Proof of it; and a judicious and learned Wri- 
ter + has happily reſcu'd the ſacred Pen-men 
from the Ill-uſage they met with from the 
Hands of that Editor: What wz/futl Miſ- 
takes are ſhewn to be in this Ver ſiun? What 
Fallacy detected in the Notes on this New 
Edition; and by ſuch Fallacy the Inſpi- 
ration of ſome Books was to be call'd in queſ- 
tion? And what unpardonable Frauds are 
diſcoyer'd in the various Readings of that 


—— 


rr 
+ See Mr. Twells Critical Examination of the late New 


Editor ? 
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Editor? This was a bold Attack, and it was a 
Work, upon which our Free-thinkers knew 
a great deal depended : but to what Pur- 
| poſe all their Preten/ions to ſuperior Learn- 
ing and Penetration, when ſo much Inſince- 
rity, Falſhood, and Diſhonely muſt appear 
in their Management? If our Superiors ſhall 
not think fit, wholly to deprive Men of 

that Freedom, which has, and is taken in 
debating fundamental Doctrines, or the Truth 
of Chriſtianity itſelf; yet I muſt agree with 
the learned Writer juſt mentioned, that it 
ſeems but reaſonable, that ſuch Freedom or 
Liberty ſhould be put under ſome Regula- 
tions. © For no Man has either a natural 
6“ or acquired Right to be fraudulent, and 
e to prevaricate; and therefore ſuch Things 
« may be penal, without encroaching upon 
4 Privileges of any kind. Let Religion have 
the ſame Security againſt S/ander and Li- 
e belling, which is allow'd to every pri- 
« vate Perſon, that has not forfeited the 
* Protettion of Fuſtice; and where it ap- 
“ pears, that the Enemies to Chriſtianity 
«© ſupport their Cauſe by Allegations, plain- 
'* by and notoriouſiy falſe, let the Law be 
open, as in Caſes of per ſonal Detraction. 
« As ſuch Proceedings would invade' no 
Man's Rights, ſoa they would greatly 
promote the only laudable End of Free- 
« enquiry, the Diſcovery of the Truth. 
797 | For 
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For by theſe Means Controveifies i inRe 
c ligion would be reduc'd into a narrower 
Compaſs, and be at once, both more fum- 
„ marily, and more effetfually decided. 

T have nothing more to trouble the Rea- 
der with at preſent, than in ſaying, that this 
Specimen of Dr. Clark's Inſincerity, in 
a Matter of the greateſt Importance, was 
_ writ and publiſh'd to the World above f᷑Nαelve 
Years ago. I mention this, only to obyiate 
an Objection, that might otherwiſe be made 
in my drawing up ſo heavy a Charge ſince 
his Death. I declare at the fame Time, that 
ever had a real and great Eſteem for the 
perſonal Endowments of that Gentleman, I 
read his moral Diſcourſes, and every one 
juſtly commends them: But let even ſuch 
be read with Caution. Many noted Soci- 
niaus, and otherHereticks, have excell'd that 

Way; and ' tis fit the En gliſh Reader ſhould 
know it, and be the leſs Trprix d, when he 
finds Philoſophy introducing Hereſy un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Pretenſions to Morality; 
which is amiable in the Eyes of all, and 
what our Saviour intended by his Divine 
Diſcourſes to faiſe to the greateſt Perfection. 
I have reprinted this Charge againſt Dr. 
Clark, becauſe I think the Defence of a fun- 
damental Truth now requires it. Our 
Thoughts are not ſafe, neither in the Clo- 


fs nor the m, if Dr. Clark's Notions 
prevail 
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prevail about the Honour and Worſhip we are 
to pay to the Son and the Holy rn. This 


I firmly believe is t 2 Tendency of 


Dr. Clark's Book, call'd the Scripture Doc 
trine of the Trinity; id in this Belief I 
hope to live and die. 


T. D. 
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